
 

  

The Welcoming Table! 
The Welcoming Table is our Wednesday 
evening fellowship and dinner, where the 
whole family can come and enjoy an affordable 
meal together. There is a suggested donation  
of $5, but no one will go hungry if you  
cannot contribute. Following dinner, we have  
a chance to talk about how our faith impacts 
our lives in a time of informal discussion, but 
there is no pressure to stay and chat. Each and 
every person who walks through our doors is 
welcome! 

We believe that ALL means ALL!  
And ALL includes YOU!  

Now, we know you have heard it before, but we are endeavoring 
to make this a reality here in Oklahoma City. If you, like so many, 
have been hurt by church in the past, you are welcome here. 
Whether or not you have been a believer your entire life, or you 
don’t know what you believe, or even if you believe, you are 
welcome here. Whether you are young, old, conservative, liberal,  
black, white, Asian, Hispanic, gay, straight, it doesn’t matter 
because you are a beloved child of God!  

First Christian Church of Oklahoma City is a place of unconditional 
love, a place to come and ask the hard questions of faith in a 
judgment free zone. “No one is a stranger here, everyone belongs! 
Finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs.”  
There is a seat at the Welcoming Table just for you. 

 

First Christian Church 
Oklahoma City 

Love       LL the People 

Welcome to First Christian Church! 
Our Vision for Ministry is Love! Live! Give! 

LOVE God, love self, and love each other unconditionally.  
LIVE into our faith journey, shepherding one another.  
GIVE of ourselves to make a difference in our world. 

Sunday Mornings 
@ FCCOKC 
 

Bible Study 9:30  
 

Worship 10:30  
 

Fellowship 11:45 
 
Pastoral Staff 
 

John Malget 
Senior Minister 
RevJMalget@fccokc.org 
Cell 713-560-3632 

 

Jeff Hamilton 
Associate Minister 
Hamilton.J@fccokc.org 
Cell 405-640-3914 

 

Tom Harrison 
Minister of Technology 
Harrison.T@fccokc.org 
Cell 405-919-5114 
 

Carol McDonald-Walley 
Chalice Kids Director 
Administrative Assistant 
McDonald.C@fccokc.org 

 
    www.fccokc.org 

 First Christian  
 Church of OKC 

 @1stChristianOKC 

 
First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
3700 N. Walker Ave. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73118 
405-525-6551 
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Malget’s Musings: What Shall We Bring?  
It is clear that at the end of the day, what God wants from us is not our money or our 
stuff, but our “whole heart.” Bulls numbering in the thousands and running rivers of 
oil are not the sacrifice that God desires, but rather our willingness to abandon all 
other loyalties and claims that clamor for our attention, in favor of one: God.  
A commitment that does not get measured by the gold standard of wealth, but rather 
one of the simple turning of life toward the priorities of the God’s Kingdom. Do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. It seems so simple, but we know the 
opposite to be true. It is easier to just write a check, or swipe our debit card and 
contribute to a cause. In the church, it often feels safer to ask for money than to ask 
for the changing of a life’s priorities. Our offerings have to be more than simply 
financial, they must be an offering of all that we are and all that we have. 

Stewardship is about more than money. It is a whole life response to the abundant generosity of God.  
A generosity that is gauged by more than what we hold in our bank accounts. Stewardship is about the care 
and management of creation, the observation of Sabbath and the care for the precious gift that is our own 
life. It is about sharing the good news of the gospel by inviting others to join us at an always expanding table 
of grace. Faithful stewardship is about the intentional and impactful deployment of our spiritual gifts.  
And yes, it is about our stuff. But more than that, it is a way of giving that flows from the heart in concrete 
ways in response to what God has already done. 

It is also about our stuff. Lest we forget, the bible is concerned about money at two basic levels: First, our 
relationship with money (and what it can provide); Second, how we use what moves through our sphere of 
influence toward advancing the principles of the Kingdom of God. Do we use what we have been given to 
make a difference or to make ourselves more comfortable? Do we own our stuff, or does our stuff own us? 

As we approach this topic of stewardship and giving, let us do so in the 
context of worshipping our God. Let us spend the month of September 
soul-searching this idea of “What Shall We Bring?” I will be asking some  
of you to speak publically in worship about why you give to the church, 
both through your finances, but also with your time and talents. In the 
month ahead, let us all be thinking about that qestion. Why exactly DO 
we give? “With what shall we come before the LORD, and bow ourselves 
before God on high?”—Micah 6:6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. John Malget 
Senior Minister 
RevJMalget@fccokc.org 

 
What Can I Give? 

by Scott Tyring 

You give me life.  
You give me love.  
 You give me light shining  
  down from above.  

Oh, what a gift  
to know the grace  
 of Jesus Christ. 

O what a gift  
to know this grace.  
 You paid the price  
  you took my place.  

Oh, what a gift  
to know this peace.  
 Oh, what a joy. 

What can I give?  
How to repay  
 the One who gave  
  it all away? 

What can I give  
for such a love,  
 my tribute to  
  my God above?  

Accept this gift.  
Accept my life  
 I give to you. 

Stewardship Sermon Series 

What Shall We Bring? 
September 9 A Willing Heart Genesis 12:1-9 
September 16 Salt and Light Matthew 5:13-16 
September 23 A God Kind of Love 1 John 4:7-21 
September 30 Justice, Kindness,  Micah 6:6-8 
     and Hope  

Fellowship Dinners 
August 19, 2018  

Salad Extravaganza 

September 30, 2018 
Fried Chicken 

Join us as we spend time  
in fellowship after worship!  
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Deep Thoughts: Philemon 2:1 
The Church that Meets in Your Home 
How could First Christian Church be put into your home? Especially, if you mean by 
that the building itself? Or, even if you mean by that, just the people, it would be  
a very tight fit in most cases. 

So what does Paul the Apostle mean by the church that meets in your home? Well,  
it has several meanings. The church, the Jesus followers in the first century, did not 
meet in established buildings with big neon signs on them. By and large, they met  
in hidden places, like the tombs. How ironic, that the place of the dead actually 
became the place of new life in more ways than one! 

Then there is another meaning to being the church in your home. The home is an intimate setting where 
children are taught largely by example. Some say that faith is caught and not taught. I think that I ‘caught’ 
the ‘church giving habit’ of my maternal grandmother. I think I caught the ‘daily prayer habit’ from my 
mother. And I think I caught my father’s willingness to stay with the church in spite of his doubts. 

The phrase, the church in your house, has rich possibilities of meaning for all of us. Give it some thought 
and prayer! 

Rev. Jeff Hamilton 
Associate Minister 
Hamilton.J@fccokc.org 

Carol McDonald 
Children’s Ministry 
Administrative Assistant  
McDonald.C@fccokc.org 

Chalice Kids 
The Chalice Kids worked really hard to learn the life of Moses. On July 8th, when 
Rev. Tom Harrison preached about “Holy Moses,” they did a wonderful job in their 
presentation about Moses to the congregation, as the picture below on the left can 
attest. Zander Faires was especially good at telling the story. 

On August 5th we will begin the Worship and Wonder program.  
For those of you who are not familiar with Worship and Wonder,  
it is a worship centered approach to faith formation for young 
children. We will use the storytelling format with multi-sensory 
materials that children of different ages, and with different 
learning styles can enter into and enjoy.  

A special thank you to Northwest Christian Church, and to the Rev. Donna Gilchrist 
for making the very generous donation to First Christian Church of OKC and Chalice  
Kids. They provided us with all of the materials needed for the Worship and Wonder program. An example 
is below on the right. We are very excited about using these techniques to worship God with the children, 
and look forward to sharing more about the experience in the future.  

Chalice Kids meet in room 302 on Sunday Mornings from 9:30 am to 11:30 am. Please join us anytime!  
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Jewel Box Theatre 
Our 61st season begins in just a few short weeks. I am so excited to be directing  
the first show, The Foreigner ~ August 23 – September 16, 2018, is most probably 
one of the funniest comedies you will ever experience. In it, Charlie, poor, poor 
Charlie, is so afraid to talk to people that his friend tells everyone at the lodge  
that the dear man cannot speak English. Big hysterical mistake! Larry Shue’s  
comedy will have you rolling in the aisles with tears of laughter. 

Season Tickets are a steal at only $50 for six shows. You can’t go to the movies for 
that. For a 61st season brochure, call our box office (405-521-1786), or go online to 
JewelBoxTheatre.org where you can also enjoy our award winning newsletter.  
To ensure you get your plan for your season tickets, send in your subscription now. 
There is a reason we celebrate sixty years: great plays, amazing audiences, our 
dedicated Board of Advisors, incredible volunteers, and all those who help make us 
succeed! Come enjoy the thrill of live theatre-in-the-round! 

Chuck Tweed 
Jewel Box Director 
info@jewelboxtheatre.org 

 

The Game’s Afoot 
by Ken Ludwig 

 

Directed by Billie Thrash 
cast: 3 men  ~  5 women 

This Ken Ludwig comedy (Lend Me A Tenor, Moon 
Over Buffalo) has Broadway star William Gillette, 
known the world over for his leading role of 
Sherlock Holmes, inviting fellow cast-members for a 
weekend of fun. When one turns up dead, Gillette 
himself must adapt as Holmes to solve the 
Christmas murder.  

Barefoot in the Park 
by Neil Simon 

 

Directed by Shawna Linck 
cast: 4 men  ~  2 women 

Corie and Paul begin their married life toghehter 
in Manhattan, in a tiny, 5th floor walk-up, with a 
lack of heat, and a broken skylight that leaks snow. 
Paul, a straight-laced attorney must face these 
obstacles with his free-spirited wife in Neil Simon’s 
romantic comedy hit.  

 

Edgemere Elementary Community School 
We are so excited to continue as a part of the Edgemere Elementary community. Rev. John 
Malget serves on the Friends of Edgemere Board which helps guide the school’s 
community involvement. Friends of Edgemere was founded by Kelly Pearson, and helped 
convince the OKC Public School Board to begin the Community School pilot program at 
Edgemere. We are now moving into our fifth year in this model, and the changes at the 
school are amazing!  

First Christian has again adopted Ms. Kathy Clear’s sixth grade classroom where,  
as last year, Rev. Malget will spend an hour each week. We will also continue  
to help the whole school through our uniform closet, providing funds for field trips, 
and other needs that arise. On July 31st, we hosted the faculty and staff for lunch. 
With leadership from Raylene Harrison and Carol McDonald-Walley, we also hope to 
be able to provide some leadership with a “Love and Logic” parenting class.   

If you would like to volunteer at Edgemere, please contact our new principal, Nikki 
Coshow. She would love to have you read to kids, or be a mentor. Give her a call at 
405-587-5100. 
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God continues to work his miracle! 
God continues to work his miracle through Chain Reaction Ministries. Chain Reaction 
has given away 2,860 plus bicycles to date. By the time the next newsletter is 
published, we will have exceeded 2,900 bikes. All this is possible because of the 
effort of so many people. Most of them have never met. There are the thousands of 
people that have blessed us with donated bicycles. There are the mechanics that 
have worked on and prepared the bikes. A special thank you to Al Webb, owner of  
Al’s Bicycles, who supplies us with bike parts. And, there are the social service agencies that have referred 
to us those who are in need of transportation. There are also those that are working and need a way to get to 
work so that they can maintain their employment. Some of which have come to us by word of mouth. We 
have received the hundreds of “thank you” letters from those that have had life changing experiences due to 
having received a bicycle from Chain Reaction. God’s hand is in each and every one that has become a part of 
this, his ministry. May God continue to bless all who are a part of Chain Reaction Ministries as we continue to 
minister to the needs of the least of God’s children. 

May God continue to bless all those that have given and continue to donate bicycles to this ministry. We have 
an ever increasing demand for adult bicycles as this ministry continues to grow. If you, your neighbors,  
your friends, or your family members have any adult bikes that can be donated, please call the church at  
405-525-6551 or my cell phone at 405-479-3809. 

Still Changing Lives One Bike at a Time! 

Chain Reaction Ministries 
Chain Reaction Ministries serves God by serving the least and the last among God’s 
children. We repair and give away donated bicycles to those in need so they can  
have life-changing transportation. To that end, we have given away over 2,850 bikes.  

Larry Batten 
Chain Reaction Coordinator 
(405) 479-3809 

Hello everyone! It's hard to believe our 
“Fun in the Sun” Our summer program 
has ended. The Preschool and Children’s 
Day Out had a blast playing the water 
this past summer and looking at our 

Statues of Liberties for the 4th of July. Now we are preparing 
for our fall program which begins on Monday, August 13th. 
There are a few spots available, so if you know of someone 
looking for a preschool or children’s day out program, send 
them our way. As always, thanks for your ongoing support.  

Virginia Nolen 
Preschool Director 
nolen.v@fccokc.org 
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Board Chair’s Perspective 
My thoughts for this day and most everyday are about our people at First Christian Church.  
We have so many amazing individuals who are a part of this congregation, and I appreciate 
them each and every one of them. As most of you are aware, we recently lost a great friend 
and supporter of our ministries. Max Claude Newland passed from this earth on May 31st. 
Max was here at the church everyday, even on days that some of us would have taken a sick 
day. Not Max. Max knew more about the workings of this facility than the people that built 
it. He was my go to guy when I needed help with anything. In the mornings his greeting to 
me was “I’m still upright!” and “Keep on smiling!” We miss Max more than I can express. 
Keep Max and his family in your prayers.  

Steve Felton 
Board Chair 

The Amazing Max Newland 

Recently Max Newland passed away after years of service to the Lord and this church. 
When I came on board somewhere around October of 2013, I noticed immediately 
that Max was the Technical Guru of this building, as well as a dedicated member. 
Much of what I was doing intersected with his “tech-y turf,” which led to many hours 
of conversation and activities together. 

Max was mainly into computers, but he had branched out into 
many other things, like the church bells, the church climate 
control, and the public address system. And he had been there 
for a long time, so he knew what he was talking about. His 
years of study led him to refer to Microsoft as “Bill and the 
kids,” because they were always making changes in their 

software, leading to confusion and sometimes the changes caused more problems 
than benefits. Sometimes the changes in Windows seemed to be merely change for 
the sake of change. However, there wasn’t much way around Microsoft, so we had to 
live with it. 

Max was always looking for problems, and he often was able to head them off before they occurred. He was 
extremely aware of security issues with computers, because he had been involved in gathering intelligence 
for the US concerning some of our more aggressive competitors. He knew that if we could intercept 
communications, then it could be done to us, as well. Recent events concerning governments and 
corporations have made clear to me that Max wasn’t just “Whistling Dixie.” 

The amazing thing about Max is that he did all of this for us while he fought a continuous battle against 
health problems. Before I showed up he was on chemo and had resorted to an electric scooter to get around 
the building. A few times he had to return to that scooter, but it didn’t slow him down much. Plus, in the 
early months of my time here, Max always had his wife, Sandra, with him. She was extremely disoriented all 
of that time. In time, she passed on, but Max labored on without much interruption. Most of the days of the 
week he was in the building, sometimes alone. Max taught me lots of things, for which I’m grateful. And  
I miss his friendship as well as his quirky sense of humor and his smiling philosophy. 

Rev. Tom Harrison 
Minister of Technology 
iTomHarrison@gmail.com 

Save the Dates! 
 Pumpkin Patch Fall Festival Rummage Sale 
 October 6th- 31st October 27th October 26th- 27th
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Prayer Corner 
Continuing Prayers: HenryEtta Chaney; Johnny Dodson; Keith Gordon; Leslie Harrison; Martha Johnston;  
June Kinzy; Ray Lambert; Meredith Lawson; Russell and Louise Linholm; Mark Maddy; Martha “Peggy” McQuown; 
Mike Nelms; Peggy O’Neal; Ann Reid; Bruce and Geneva Smallwood; Pamm Tucker; Daniel and Laura Tysor; 
Dwayne Vallandingham; Pat Waters; Marilyn Wilhite. 

Near and Dear: Davalyn Billings, Jeff Shannon (Lucretia Thompson); Sean Blubaugh (Hamilton); Anne Boone,  
Lara Beth Livingstone, and Kathy McCarty (Betty Long); Jerry Calcote, Amber Campbell, Kyleigh Jones,  
Bill McGruder, Robbie McGruder, Michael Stevens (Warrick); Barbara Carr (Rogers); Melvin Cowden (Hornbeck); 
Rhonda Culver (Allen Johnson); Judi Jones (Tom and Raylene); Jon Lewin (Lewin); Gayle McKenzie  
(Carol McDonald-Walley); Michael and Nathan Rivard (Bobby Rivard); Justin Schnell, (Malget); Rachel Stoddard 
(Shane Huffine); Brandon Wallace (Katy Love); Betty Waters, Jim Waters (Pat Waters); Lila Williford (Mills);  
Larry Willsey (Daniel Willsey).  
 

 

                      August and September Birthdays 

August 11 Brenna Hatfield September 2 Don Boulton 
August 13 John Coley II September 16 Rev. John Malget 
August 13 Geneva Smallwood September 18 Elizabeth Mills 
August 17 Morgan Chaney September 21 Laura Tysor 
August 24 James Faires September 27 Steve Lewin 
August 27 Georgia Vaughn September 30 Larry Batten 
August 29 Mike Nelms 

                                         Mobile Meals is a vital service that 
                                         volunteers from First Christian Church  
                                         provide to senior citizens who   
                                         desperately need extra meals to help  
                                         them live independently at home. 
                                         We deliver hot lunches every  
                                         Tuesday morning.  

Rev. Tom Harrison coordinates Mobile Meals for First 
Christian Church. We would love to have you involved. There 
are a couple of ways that you can support this ministry. First, 
we need back-up drivers. If you can volunteer on Tuesday 
mornings when called upon, please contact Tom at the 
church. The second way you can help is financially. You can 
donate to help underwrite the cost of the meals. All loose 
change in the offering trays on Sunday mornings go to 
support Mobile Meals. Thank you for your generosity. 

Sermon Series 

Lord, Teach Us to Pray 
July 22 Our Father. . . 

July 29 Thy Kingdom Come  
     on Earth as in Heaven 

August 5 Give Us This Day 

August 12 Forgive Us as We Forgive 

August 19 Lead Us Not into Temptation 

August 26 The Kingdom, the Power  
     and the Glory Forever 

Volunteers 
Needed! 

September 24 
5:30 pm 

Worship  
and  

Dinner 

Refuge Fellowship Church 

August 18, 2018 

Join us to 
volunteer  

as we 
promote 

our  
bicycle 

ministry. 

9 am - 2 pm 
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Important Dates @ FCC 

Weekly Activities 

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:30 am 
Fellowship Coffee 11:45 am 

Monday 
Staff Meeting 10:30 am 

Tuesday 
Mobile Meals 10:00 am 
Fellowship Lunch 11:30 am 

Wednesday 
The Welcoming Table  
     Dinner 5:30 pm 
     Discussion 6:30 pm 

For a complete calendar visit our website: 

www.fccokc.org 

Church Board Meetings Aug 14—10 am 
   Room 104 Sept 25—10 am 

LOVE OKC Aug 18 
   OKC Fairgrounds 

Fellowship Dinners Aug 19—11:45 am 
   Dining Room Sept 30—11:45 am 

Stewardship Sundays Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30 
   “What Shall We Bring?” 

Jewel Box Board Meeting Aug 6—7 pm 
   Dining Room 

Jewel Box Performances  
   The Foreigner  Aug 23 – Sept 16     
      Thursday-Saturday            —8:00 pm  
      Sunday Matinee                —2:30 pm  

Jewel Box Auditions Sept. 29-30—2-5 pm 

Refuge Fellowship Church Sept. 24—5:30 pm 

RSVP: 
August 18, 2018 

www.loveokc.com 

mailto:disciples@fccokc.org

