First Christian Church
Oklahoma City

Love

LL the People

Welcome to First Christian Church!
Our Vision for Ministry is Love! Live! Give!

LOVE God, love self, and love each other unconditionally.
LIVE into our faith journey, shepherding one another.
GIVE of ourselves to make a difference in our world.

Pumpkin Patch
Join us here at First Christian Church for all your pumpkin needs this fall! The
pumpkin patch will be open from October 6th through Halloween. This is our
largest fundraiser for projects that we do with the David R. Lopez Community
School at Edgemere Elementary. Each year, we provide funds for various
items and activities which include field trips and school supplies for
classrooms. We are also a resource to families for food, utilities, etc. Finally,
we host a uniform closet here at the church which supplies shirts and pants
for kids whose parents cannot afford them. Join us as we strive to make a
difference in children’s lives.

Fall Festival

On Saturday, October 27th from 11 am
to 3 pm, we will be hosting our
Annual Free Fall Festival. Come join
us as we enjoy a bounce house,
carnival games, a photo booth,
pumpkin painting, and much, much
more!
Wonder
Woman
and
Spiderman will join us from noon to
2. An OKC Fire truck and a police car
from 11 to 1. Free pizza, popcorn and
snow cones!
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Malget’s Musings: Giving in the 21st Century
When it comes to money, it’s no secret that the world has gone digital. Think about it.
When was the last time you wrote a check to pay for groceries? Many people don’t even
carry cash in their wallets anymore. Many pay their bills with automatic payments. So
much of the way we manage and spend money is done almost exclusively in a digital
space. Now I know that this is not true of everyone who is reading this, but
generationally, this shift has already happened. So if this is true for most areas of life,
shouldn’t it also be true for the church? Shouldn’t we have an electronic option to give?
That being said, First Christian Church of Oklahoma City has entered a new era: the age
Rev. John Malget
of anytime, anywhere giving. Givelify is an online giving platform that allows First
Senior Minister
Christian Church to receive offerings electronically. It is so easy to use.
RevJMalget@fccokc.org
You can download the “app” on an iPhone or Android device, and give from your phone.
You may also go to www.fccokc.org and tap the GIVE button at
the top of the website, or simply tap DONATE on our church’s
One Piece of Bread
Facebook page. This will allow those who do not carry check or
by Thom Schuyler and Craig Bickhardt
cash, or those who have to miss worship on a Sunday to continue
One piece of bread, blessing it he said:
to give to the ministries of FCC! If you need help, ask me or Tom.
“Take and eat the portion broken for you.
The months of October and November bring us the opportunity
Come to the Lord, hunger never more.”
to give thanks. On October 7th, we will have the joy of hearing
So our souls were fed, one piece of bread.
Rev. Jeff Hamilton preach on World Communion Sunday. On this
One cup of wine flowing from the vine,
day, we celebrate that the Lord’s table is not just about us: it is
“Take and drink the portion shed for your sins,
about the whole world. This table moves throughout time and
poured out like rain. Never thirst again,
space and brings us together. I cannot wait to hear Jeff’s take on
share this life of mine,” one cup of wine.
what it means when two or three (billion) gather together in
One Father sent his only Son.
God’s name.
One Spirit and the three are one.
Then in November, we celebrate All Saints Day on November 4th.
One table in the wilderness.
One body and he bids us,
Not only do we understand the table to be worldwide, but the
“Come, be my guest, be my guest.”
aspect of sharing at the table goes throughout time as well when
we remember all of those saints who have gone before us.
“Come and receive, all who will believe.
Finally on November 18th, we will travel as a congregation to
Share this life of mine, one cup of wine.
Let your souls be fed, one piece of bread.”
Perry for our annual Thanksgiving Feast and worship. Join us!
Always remember, God has called us to Love ALL the People!
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Deep Thoughts: Church in Your House
The last time I wrote about the “church in your house.” I talked about the church as
being a place, a location where activities could take place: worship, study, a song
fest, a funeral or a wedding. In short, the house has a literal meaning. And inside, the
activities take place.
However, what if we think of the house in a figurative sense, “a house not made
with hands eternal in the heavens.” Here is more than a place of any kind; it is more
like a mystery and a healing presence. That house is a home, a place eternal peace
and joy in the midst of time. Or to express it another way, Rev. Jeff Hamilton
it is like the home-like quality of Jesus preparing a breakfast Associate Minister
Hamilton.J@fccokc.org
of fish for his shaken disciples on Easter morning!
When I was a boy, visiting my grandmother in Cooper, Texas, I spent many days
and nights on my cousin Owen’s parent’s farm. Owen and I came to believe that
the house on farm was magic and could follow us wherever we went. It was
a house not made by hands to be sure! That is how two 12 year old boys slowly
developed their Easter Faith, and I suppose that two 85 year are old men are still
caught up in that magical house not made with hands. (See picture to the left-Jeff
and Owen in 2016.)

Chalice Kids
The Chalice Kids have dived right in to the Worship and Wonder way of learning. So
far we have learned about Creation, Noah and the Ark and God’s Rainbow Promise,
Father Abraham and the parting of the Red Sea. In the next few weeks we will be
continuing from there, learning about The Ten Best Ways to Live, The Ark and a
Tent for God, and even how the Church tells time! The kids
are thriving on the Montessori way of learning and I am really
enjoying the stories. It’s so much fun to go back and revisit
the old stories with a new perspective. Fall is in full swing and
we plan a trip to our pumpkin patch to enrich our learning.
Please join us each Sunday as we delve into the stories of the
Bible in a fun new way! We meet every Sunday from 9:30 am
to 11:30 am upstairs in room 308. Everyone is welcome to
join us as we learn and explore the Worship and Wonder way!
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Carol McDonald

Children’s Ministry
Administrative Assistant
McDonald.C@fccokc.org

Jewel Box Theatre

Wow! Just Wow! What an opening we had for our 61st
season. The Foreigner received a stellar review and the show
sold out. Audience members leaving were heard saying,
‘Thank Youuuu!’ Barrett Davidson's triumphant return to
the Jewel Box stage after several years, combined with new
and seasoned actors, made for a ‘brilliant’ cast with
‘impeccable’ direction.
Don Taylor takes on the classic thriller Wait Until Dark, playing Oct. 4th-28th,
Thursday—Saturday at 8 pm, and Sunday at 2:30 pm. The climatic ending has
audiences jumping out of their seats as the cat and mouse game suspense builds to Chuck Tweed
the shocking ending. Following many years of successfully directing comedies, Jewel Box Director
it will be interesting to see Don’s take on a blind woman terrorized by three con info@jewelboxtheatre.org
men looking for a doll full of heroin she does not know she possesses.
Closing the first half of the season is a comedy/thriller, The Games Afoot, by Ken Ludwig, known for Lend Me
A Tenor, Moon Over Buffalo, and Crazy for You, all of which we have done. Director Billie Thrash takes us
to December 1936, where William Gillette, famous for playing the role of Sherlock Holmes, has invited the
cast to his castle. The revelry takes a big twist when one of the guests is stabbed to death. It is then up
to Gillette to take on the persona of Holmes to solve the mystery before another guest is killed. Can he do it?
For more information, call our box office (405-521-1786), or go online to JewelBoxTheatre.org where you can
also enjoy our award winning newsletter. There is a reason we have been around for sixty one years: great
plays, amazing audiences, our dedicated Board of Advisors, incredible volunteers, and all those who help
make us succeed! Come enjoy the thrill of live theatre-in-the-round!

The Welcoming Table!
The Welcoming Table is a Wednesday evening
fellowship which includes an amazing meal for a
suggested donation of $5, but no one will go hungry
if you cannot contribute. Following
dinner, we have a chance to talk
about how our faith impacts our lives
in a time of informal discussion, but
there is no pressure to stay and chat.
Each and every person who walks
through our doors is welcome

We believe that ALL means ALL!
And ALL includes YOU!
We know you have heard it before, but we are
endeavoring to make this a reality here in
Oklahoma City. Whether or not you have been a
believer your entire life, or you don’t know what
you believe, or even if you believe, you are
welcome here. Whether you are young, old,
conservative, liberal, black, white, Asian, Hispanic,
gay, straight, it doesn’t matter because you are a
beloved child of God!
First Christian Church of Oklahoma City is a place of
unconditional love, a place to come and ask the
hard questions of faith in a judgment free zone.
There is a seat at the Welcoming Table just for you.
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Chain Reaction Ministries
Chain Reaction Ministries serves God by serving the least and the last among God’s
children. We repair and give away donated bicycles to those in need so they can
have life-changing transportation. To that end, we have given away over 2,930 bikes.

God’s Miracle of Bicycles in Oklahoma City!
On August 27th, 2018 we gave away our 2900th
bicycle to Michael Williams (pictured here). God’s
bicycle ministry continues to grow as the demand Larry Batten
continues to increase each month. Thank you to Chain Reaction Coordinator
everyone that has and continues to furnish Chain (405) 479-3809
Reaction with bikes. If it wasn’t for the generosity
of so many people, we could not help all the people that need
transportation to get to and keep their jobs. God bless everyone that
has contributed to Chain Reaction Ministries.
We continue to have an ever increasing demand for adult bicycles as this ministry continues to grow. If you,
your neighbors, your friends, or your family members have any adult bikes that can be donated, please call
the church at 405-525-6551 or my cell phone at 405-479-3809.

Still Changing Lives One Bike at a Time!

Hello everyone! Now that fall has
arrived, we are looking forward to
Preschool Director
nolen.v@fccokc.org several fun upcoming activities and
events. The kids really love going to
the pumpkin patch each year to pick out the perfect
pumpkin for their homes. Fall break will be on Thursday,
October 18th—no school. Don’t forget to bring the
preschool kids and their siblings to FCC’s Fall Festival on
Saturday, October 27th from 11 am—3 pm. (Costumes
are encouraged!) Our annual Halloween parade is
always fun for everyone. It will take place on
Wednesday, October 31st at 10 am in the dome. Then
comes the much anticipated Thanksgiving feast on
November 20th in which the preschool kids get to
participate in the cooking. Thanksgiving break will be
Wednesday, November 21st and Thursday, November
22nd—no school. As always, thanks for your ongoing
support for our Preschool and Children’s Day Out. 5
Virginia Nolen

The Other Two T’s of Stewardship
Raylene and I performed a skit on Sunday morning, September 9th which I had written
for the Offertory Mediation. Here it is, in case you missed it!

Rev. Tom Harrison

Minister of Technology

iTomHarrison@gmail.com

Raylene — We've been asked to speak about an important part of stewardship.
Tom — That's right. And it starts with a T, like Tom.
Raylene — Yes, but it's not Tom, is it?
Tom — No. The T-word that is an important part of stewardship is TALENTS.
Raylene — TALENTS? That's not the word I had in mind.
Tom — Oh? What did you have in mind?
Raylene —TIME! Time is a very important part of stewardship.
Tom — But if you have a Talent, you ought to use it to serve God.
Raylene — Maybe so, but don't you see how important it is to use your Time
Raylene — to follow Jesus?
Tom — Well... I still lean towards using our Talent.
Raylene —Big surprise! But I have a question for you.
Tom — Okay. What's your question?
Raylene —How can you use your Talent to serve God without also using your Time?
Tom — Ummm... That's a good question! I declare this debate a Tie!
Raylene — Which also starts with a T! And now, to serve the Lord together, let us
Raylene — collect some of the other T-word: Treasure in the form of monetary funds.
Tom — Let us pray as we prepare: Father of lights, we thank you for the giving
Tom — of every good and perfect gift.
Raylene —And we thank you that we can be a part of your giving.
Tom — Use us for your loving purposes, as well as our Time...
Raylene —Our Talents...
Both — And our Treasure. Amen.

Board Chair’s Perspective

Steve Felton
Board Chair

We are going to have a beautiful fall season. The rains have come and replenished our
earth. Some things in our lifetime take a little help from “Mother Nature.”
First Christian Church of OKC needs help and support from many sources. This is the time
of the year that we need to consider how we can all make an extra effort with our prayers,
our volunteer hours and our financial gifts. We are moving in a new direction and need help
with the process. We have so many people in need, and we are making a difference, please
come and be a part of God’s Journey with FCC.

Will your
recipe
win it
all?
Sunday

Wednesday, Nov. 28

October 21st
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Mobile Meals is a vital service that
volunteers from First Christian Church
provide to senior citizens who
desperately need extra meals to help
them live independently at home.
We deliver hot lunches every
Tuesday morning.
Rev. Tom Harrison coordinates Mobile Meals for First
Christian Church. We would love to have you involved. There
are a couple of ways that you can support this ministry. First,
we need back-up drivers. If you can volunteer on Tuesday
mornings when called upon, please contact Tom at the
church. The second way you can help is financially. You can
donate to help underwrite the cost of the meals. All loose
change in the offering trays on Sunday mornings go to
support Mobile Meals. Thank you for your generosity.

Advent Devotional Booklets
Available November 15, 2018
God’s Love for each and every one of us is
immeasurable. And we are called, especially in
Advent, to prepare to receive that love, to share it,
and to demonstrate it as best we can.
Henri Nouwen, a Dutch Catholic priest and
spiritual icon of the twentieth century, wrote about
that love for decades in insightful and inspiring ways
that continue to captivate millions of readers.
Excerpts of Nouwen’s
writings, passages of
Scripture, prayers and
original
reflections
within The Father’s
Love, will strengthen
your Advent journey.
With this booklet as
your guide, allow
yourself
to
walk
through daily prayer
and reflection as you
gain a better sense of
how God loves each
and every one of us
and why he sent his
only Son to dwell
among us.

Prayer Corner
Continuing Prayers: Cricket Thompson, Betty Long, Rev. Jeff Hamilton, Peggy O’Neal; CiCi Goodwin; James & Keith
Gordon; Pamm Tucker; Mark Maddy; Ray Lambert; Dwayne Vallandingham; Pat Waters; Martha Johnston; Keith &
James Gordon; Peggy O’Neal; Shain Huffine; HenryEtta Chaney; Johnny Dodson; Leslie Harrison; June Kinzy;
Meredith Lawson; Russell and Louise Linholm; Martha “Peggy” McQuown; Bruce and Geneva Smallwood; Marilyn
Wilhite.
Near and Dear: Judi Jones (Tom & Raylene); Larry Willsey (Daniel Willsey); Brandon Wallace (Katy Love); Rachel
Stoddard (Shane Huffine); Melvin Cowden (John Hornbeck); “Baby Elliott”, Gayle McKenzie (Carol McDonaldWalley); Michael & Nathan Rivard (Bobby Rivard); Rhonda Culver (Allen Johnson); Lila Williford (Mills); Betty
Waters, Jim Waters (Pat Waters); Gary Reed, Justin Schnell, (Malget); Ann Reid, Mike Nelms, (Nelms); Sean
Blubaugh (Hamilton); Kathy McCarty, Anne Boone and Lara Beth Livingstone (Betty Long); Jeff Shannon, Davalyn
Billings (Lucretia Thompson); Barbara Carr (Rogers); Kyleigh Jones, Jerry Calcote, Bill McGruder, Robbie McGruder,
Amber Campbell, Michael Stevens (Warrick); Jon Lewin (Lewin).

October and November Birthdays and Anniversaries
Oct 7
Oct 9
Oct 10
Oct 11
Oct 15
Oct 17
Oct 30

Bill Thompson
Don Ladd
Lorelei Mann
Theresa Giddings
Dwayne Vallandingham
Canyon Raney
Elaine Morrison

Nov 8
Nov. 12
Nov 13
Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 18
Nov 19
Nov 27

Teresa Walley-McDonald
Allen Johnson
Mildred Page
Peggy McQuown
Raylene Harrison
Nettie Williams
Angel Ashley
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Cricket Thompson

Nov 4
Nov 5

Virginia and Sam Nolen
Bill and Toni Thompson

First Christian Church

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Oklahoma City, OK
PERMIT No. 426

(Disciples of Christ)
P. O. Box 18636
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73154
(405) 525-6551 — FAX (405) 525-6562
email: disciples@fccokc.org
web: www.fccokc.org

TIME VALUE PUBLICATION
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
RSVP:

Don’t Forget the Time Change

November 4
Important Dates @ FCC
Weekly Activities
Sunday
Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship Coffee

9:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am

Monday
Staff Meeting

10:30 am

Tuesday
Mobile Meals

10:00 am

Wednesday
The Welcoming Table
Dinner
Discussion

5:30 pm
6:30 pm

For a complete calendar visit our website:
www.fccokc.org

Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 6-31

Chile Cook-Off

October 21—noon

Fall Rummage Sale

Oct. 26-27—8am-3pm

Fall Festival

Oct. 27—11 am-3 pm

Thanksgiving Worship
and Lunch in Perry, OK

Nov. 18

Decorate Church ~ Advent Nov. 28—5:30 pm
Church Board Meeting
—Room 104

Oct. 23—1 pm
Nov. 21—1 pm

Jewel Box Performances
Wait Until Dark
Thursday-Saturday
Sunday Matinee

Oct. 4-28
—8:00 pm
—2:30 pm

The Game’s Afoot
Thursday-Saturday
Sunday Matinee
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Nov. 15-Dec. 9
—8:00 pm
—2:30 pm

