
 

  

 

First Christian Church 
Oklahoma City 

Love       LL the People 

Welcome to First Christian Church! 
Our Vision for Ministry is Love! Live! Give! 

LOVE God, love self, and love each other unconditionally.  
LIVE into our faith journey, shepherding one another.  
GIVE of ourselves to make a difference in our world. 

Sunday Mornings 
@ FCCOKC 
 

Bible Study 9:30  
 

Worship 10:30  
 

Fellowship 11:45 
 
Pastoral Staff 
 

John Malget 
Senior Minister 
RevJMalget@fccokc.org 
Cell 713-560-3632 

 

Jeff Hamilton 
Associate Minister 
Hamilton.J@fccokc.org 
Cell 405-640-3914 

 

Tom Harrison 
Minister of Technology 
Harrison.T@fccokc.org 
Cell 405-919-5114 
 

Carol McDonald-Walley 
Chalice Kids Director 
Administrative Assistant 
McDonald.C@fccokc.org 

 
    www.fccokc.org 

 First Christian  
 Church of OKC 

 @1stChristianOKC 

 
First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
3700 N. Walker Ave. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73118 
405-525-6551 

 

Holiday Edition  

2o18              2019  

December 24th 

6 pm 

Celebrating Rev. Jeff Hamilton’s Ministry 

Edgemere Elementary 
Holiday Program 
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Malget’s Musings  
Advent Conspiracy is the radical idea that 
we can celebrate Christmas humbly, 
beautifully, and generously. Advent is the story of a wondrous moment when our God 
entered this world to make things right. It is the greatest story ever told and it 
changes everything—including the way we celebrate Christmas.  
Over a decade ago, a few pastors were lamenting how they’d come to the end of the Advent 
season exhausted and sensing they’d missed it – the awe-inducing, soul-satisfying mystery 
of the incarnation. For so many of us, we are drowning in a sea of financial debt and endless 
lists of gifts to buy. We struggle to find the connection between our Christmas to-do lists and 
the story of Jesus’ birth. An overwhelming stress has overtaken worship and celebration. 
The time of year when focusing on Christ should be the easiest is often the hardest. 
Somehow, this has become the new normal. 

So, in 2006, three pastors decided to try something different. They called it the Advent Conspiracy movement, and 
came up with four tenets—Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, Love All—to guide themselves, their families, and 
congregations through the Christmas season. The movement started small—just a handful of churches who would 
try this experiment and make the Advent story personal again. That first Christmas they got creative, changed their 
traditions, and ended up raising enough money for a water-well in West Africa. The news spread quickly, a book was 
written, videos were created, and along the way a revolution was born. Join us as we join the ADVENT CONSPIRACY! 

 WORSHIP FULLY SPEND LESS GIVE MORE LOVE ALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. John Malget 
Senior Minister 
RevJMalget@fccokc.org 

Conspire to Give in a New Way! 
What to get that person that really doesn’t need 
anything, but you would feel just awful if you 
didn’t do something for them at Christmas? 
Christmas, give those individuals a simple card 
letting them know that you donated to a charity 
in their name. We have cards available for 
purchase (minimum $5) for nine different 
amazing agencies. Each card contains a 
description of the charity, and how the funds 
will be used. They are: 

Chain Reaction Ministries  
Disciples for Water  
Infant Crisis Services  
Oklahoma Regional Food Bank  
Refuge Fellowship Church 
Regional Ministry (Oklahoma Disciples) 
SKIL (Supporting Kids in Independent Living) 
Week of Compassion  
YWCA Women’s Shelter 

Silent Night! Holy Night! 
This beautiful white Christmas Tree  

in the foyer and its ornaments  
were donated by Jeff Harrington. 

 Nearly every character in In our hearts we know  The best gifts celebrate a  Christmas is a chance to 
 the Christmas story that  mindless consumption is not  relationship and most often move closer to those in 
 encountered our Christ  the way to celebrate Jesus.  they require our time and  crisis. We will love others 
 responded in the same  But spending less does not   energy. Relational giving means as Jesus has loved us. 
 way: WORSHIP. Let’s mean spending nothing. that we think about the other The poor and hurting 
  make the conscious effort to Rather we will person-We focus more on  of our world can be  
 reorient our hearts toward Christ. thoughtfully evaluate giving our undivided reached by God 
 Christmas began with worship,   what companies and causes presence and less on a through the way we choose 
 may it end with worship. we support with our purchases pile of presents. to celebrate Christmas 
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Rev. Jeff Hamilton: Minister for Life 
Over the years Rev. Jeff Hamilton, along with his loving wife Wanda, have been the 
glue that has kept First Christian Church of Oklahoma City from totally flying apart.  
On October 21st, we celebrated 58 years of ordained ministry with Jeff as he received 

the Honored Minister pin from the Disciples of Christ Pension Fund. 58 
years of prayers, sermons, baptisms, weddings, and funerals.  
He has traversed through mountaintops—serving as pastor of Bethany 
Memorial Church and chaplain of Bethany College in West Virginia, 
through and the darkest valleys—ministering to students following the 

Kent State Massacre in Ohio, and closer to home during the time following the Murrah 
Bombing here in OKC. Jeff has offered God’s steadfast love and hope that we have 
come to know in Christ Jesus. All along the journey, he has promoted healing and 
wholeness by advocating for social justice and holding firm to unity amidst diversity.  

On November 18th, Jeff was honored by the Sikh 
community of Oklahoma City with the  
Guru Nanak Award for his many years  
of service to the mission of Interfaith 
cooperation and understanding. Interfaith is 
used extensively in the message of the Guru 
and is one of the basic tenets of the Sikh faith. 
In addition to the recognition plaque, he was 
awarded $500 to be donated to the charities of 
his choice.  

Jeff chose two groups that help solve the problem of homelessness to 
receive $250 each. The first is the Homeless Alliance and Day Center 
that cares for countless men and women. The second, SKIL—
Supporting Kids in Independent Living—meets the needs of homeless 
teens. Jeff, along with staff and laity of FCC-OKC created this amazing 
program of support and new life for those who are homeless in their 
teen years. For this and so many reasons, we are proud to call Jeff our 
Minister for Life! 

Rev. Jeff Hamilton 
Minister for Life 
Hamilton.J@fccokc.org 

Givelify is an online giving platform that allows First Christian 

Church to receive offerings electronically. It is so easy to use. 

You can download the “app” on an iPhone or Android device, 

and give from your phone. You may also go to www.fccokc.org 

and tap the GIVE button at the top of the website, or simply tap 

DONATE on our church’s Facebook page. This will allow those 

who do not carry check or cash, or those who have to miss 

worship on a Sunday to continue to give to the ministries of 

First Christian Church of Oklahoma City!  



 

4 

Jewel Box Theatre: Happy Holidays! 
Wow! Just Wow! What an opening we had for our 61st season. Closing the first half of 
the season is a comedy/thriller, The Games Afoot, by Ken Ludwig. Director Billie 
Thrash takes us to December 1936, where William Gillette, famous for playing the 
role of Sherlock Holmes, has invited the cast to his castle. The revelry takes a big twist 
when one of the guests is stabbed to death. It is then up to Gillette to take on the 
persona of Holmes to solve the mystery before another guest is killed. Can he do it? 

After the Christmas break we barrel into the last three shows: Barefoot in the Park, 
Wedding Belles, and My Three Angels ~ all comedies. We offer a season sample for 
$50 for the last three shows. It’s buying two and getting one free. Best bargain in 
town. For a free form, or more information, call our box office (405-521-1786), or go 
online to JewelBoxTheatre.org where you can also enjoy our award winning 
newsletter. There is a reason we have been around for sixty one years: great plays, 
amazing audiences, our dedicated Board of Advisors, incredible volunteers, and all 
those who help make us succeed! Come enjoy the thrill of live theatre-in-the-round!  

Chuck Tweed 
Jewel Box Director 

Chalice Kids had a wonderful fall and really enjoyed picking out our pumpkins and 
painting them! The Fall Festival was a huge success! And now, as we turn our attention 
to Advent and Christmas we have many fun things planned that we hope you will be a 
part of. We are really enjoying our Worship and Wonder experience. On the first 
Sunday of Advent we will be joining big church in the chapel to discuss “How the 
Church Tells Time.” After that we will be doing the story of The Prophets and how they 
knew to go to Bethlehem. For the second Sunday of Advent we will talk about Mary 
and Joseph and their journey to Bethlehem. The Shepherds and their journey will be 
the focus of the third Sunday of Advent and on the fourth Sunday of Advent we will be 
talking about the Magi and meeting the Christ Child. After our lesson on December 
23rd we will have a special Happy Birthday Baby Jesus party!  

The Chalice Kids will also be 
celebrating on December 8th with a 
Christmas Adventure to Cici’s Pizza 
and North Pole Adventure. If you 
would like for your child to participate 
in the adventure please call the church 
office to make reservations. The 
Chalice Kids wish you and yours a very 
blessed and beautiful Christmas! 

Carol McDonald 
Children’s Ministry 
Administrative Assistant  
McDonald.C@fccokc.org 

 

 

Wedding Belles 
by Alan Bailey and Ronnie Claire Edwards 

 

Directed by Terry Veal 

A young girl comes to a little Texas town to 
marry an infantryman before he ships off 
for World War II. Four garden-club ladies 
hear of her dilemmas and impulsively 
decide to throw her a wedding. The Bailey 
and Edwards comedy makes for one fun, 
frenzied afternoon  

My Three Angels 
by Sam and Bella Spewak 

 

Directed by Richard Lemin 

Two murderers and a swindler turn  
out to be three angels in this delightful 
comedy by Sam and Bella Spewak. Add to 
the mix a nice family with an evil-minded 
cousin, and his cold-blooded nephew, and 
you are in for lots of laughs with real-life 
angels.  
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3,000 Bikes Given Away! 
On November 27th, 2018 we gave away our 3,000th bicycle to Darryl McCaslin 
pictured here with Titus Jacobs of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Earlier in 
November, Chain Reaction Ministries was given a Certificate of Appreciation from 
the VA for giving over 1,000 bicycles away to veterans. It is hanging just outside the 
Board Room. With bikes donated from people all over Oklahoma, we have been able 
to help veterans not only to get employment, but also to keep their jobs. Many 
veterans use these bikes to get to their appointments at the VA. It is truly an honor 
to provide needed transportation to those that have given so much for us all. Chain 

Reaction bicycles are in every VA office 
throughout Western Oklahoma and well as 
Wichita Falls, Texas. This is, and continues to be 
a great ministry to those vets that have proudly 
served our country. May God Bless the veterans 
and those that serve them. 

We continue to have an ever increasing demand 
for adult bicycles as this ministry continues to 
grow. If you, your neighbors, your friends, or 
your family members have any adult bikes that 
can be donated, please call the church at  
405-525-6551 or my cell phone at 405-479-3809. 

Still Changing Lives One Bike at a Time! 

Chain Reaction Ministries 
Chain Reaction Ministries serves God by serving the least and the last among God’s 
children. We repair and give away donated bicycles to those in need so they can  
have life-changing transportation. To that end, we have given away over 3,000 bikes.  

 

Larry Batten 
Chain Reaction Coordinator 
(405) 479-3809 

Hello everyone! Even though we have 
been so busy getting ready for our 
Christmas program practicing with 
Mr. Jack, we were able to squeeze in 

a science project. We made Ice crystal with Ice and food 
coloring. The kids really loved it. Fun stuff!  

Our Christmas program will be Thursday December 6th at 
10 am in the Dome. All are invited!!! Then it’s our 
Christmas break which starts Friday, December 21st 
through Wednesday, January 2nd, 2019. School resumes 
Thursday, January 3rd. Then January is back to fun in 
learning. As always, thanks for your ongoing support for 
our Preschool and Children’s Day Out.  

Virginia Nolen 
Preschool Director 
nolen.v@fccokc.org 
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Board Chair’s Perspective 
Where has this year gone? Remember when you were a child, if some of us can recall that 
far back. Grandmother used to tell us that “time flies.” Really. Now I understand. The good 
news is that we have reached the most beautiful season of all. 

We have come a long way in 2018 and have many opportunities to keep us busy in 2019. 
We will be addressing challenges that will take some serious decisions in the future of FCC. 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting is Sunday, December 9th. Please come and worship with 
us on Sundays. We need your ideas and participation to help us move forward. Have  
a wonderful holiday season! 

Steve Felton 
Board Chair 

New Routine for Mobile Meals 

Our Mobile Meals ministry has evolved through the years, as every ministry must, if it 
is to continue successfully. Our latest transformation has been a very fortunate one. 
Before now, we were purchasing our food from Epworth Village. We would pick up the 
food in large metal pans, and bring it to our Fellowship Hall. Then, we would parcel it 
out into clamshell boxes for delivery. It took time, and it took people to accomplish the 
task, and we would often spill some of it onto the carpet, cars and ourselves. Accidents 
happen. 

Allen Johnson brought us a new opportunity recently, which we happily adopted. Allen 
had been talking with Jennifer Cameron, who leads the team of Mobile Meals 
packagers in Midwest City at a Methodist church. She told him they had a source of 
funding, and it was paying for all their food and packages. Allen asked if they could do 
this for our Mobile Meals program, and she said yes, they could.  

So, here’s how it has worked for the last couple of months: I go to a Methodist church in Midwest City every 
Tuesday morning around 9 am. I take our 3 coolers with me, and their people put the filled clamshells into 
our coolers. They also supply smaller containers with bread and dessert in them. I carry all of this to my car, 
and drive it to our church. We place FCC labels on it, and deliver the meals to our routes. It costs us almost 
nothing now, and takes less time and trouble!  

Thanks to Allen and Jennifer, as well as their volunteers in Midwest City. I’m enjoying serving as our FCC 
Mobile Meals Coordinator and relief deliverer. It’s working great, so thanks to the Midwest City Methodists 
and our other volunteers: Bill Deering, Ray Lambert and Allen Johnson.  

 

Rev. Tom Harrison 
Minister of Technology 
iTomHarrison@gmail.com 

Oklahoma Regional Ministries connects, empowers and 
equips  Disciples  of  Christ  to  love  and  serve  like  Jesus. 

Our regional staff and its volunteer board work to: 

 Support and provide pastoral care to nearly 300 
commissioned and ordained clergy serving 
congregations, higher education, chaplaincy, higher 
education, camps, foundations, and non-profits. 

 Help congregations seeking a call to a new pastor. 

 Provide laity and clergy with educational resources. 

 Guide those called by God who seek ministry as  
a vocation as ordained clergy. 

 Provide resources and leadership for young people 
through summer camps, retreats, etc. 

     December 7, 2018 ~ 6 to 9 pm 
 

Bring Finger Food to Share and  
a Wrapped Ornament to Exchange 

 

Join us in the Dome for  
Christmas Carols,  

TV Christmas Specials  
on the Big Screen 
Laughter and Fun!  

Bring the whole family! 
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Advent Devotional Booklets 
Excerpts of Henri Nouwen’s 
writings, passages of Scripture, 
prayers and original reflections 
within The Father’s Love, will 
strengthen your Advent journey. 
With this booklet as your guide, 
allow yourself to walk through 
daily prayer and reflection as you 
gain a better sense of how God 
loves each and every one of us 
and why he sent his only Son to 
dwell among us. 

Prayer Corner 
Continuing Prayers: Family of Keith Gordon; Family of Johnny Warrick; Robert and Freeda Harrington; Bruce and Geneva 
Smallwood; Cricket Thompson; Betty Long; Rev. Jeff and Wanda Hamilton; Peggy O’Neal; CiCi Goodwin; Mark Maddy; Ray 
Lambert; Dwayne Vallandingham; Pat Waters; Martha Johnston; Shain Huffine; HenryEtta Chaney; Johnny Dodson; Leslie 
Harrison; June Kinzy; Meredith Lawson; Russell and Louise Linholm; Martha “Peggy” McQuown; Marilyn Wilhite. 

Near and Dear: Lydia Jones, Sean Blubaugh (Hamilton); Judi Jones (Tom and Raylene); Brandon Wallace (Katy Love); Melvin 
Cowden (John Hornbeck); “Baby Elliott” (Carol McDonald-Walley); Michael and Nathan Rivard (Bobby Rivard); Rhonda Culver 
(Allen Johnson); Lila Williford (Mills); Betty Waters, Jim Waters (Pat Waters); Justin Schnell, (Malget); Ann Reid, Mike Nelms, 
(Nelms); Kathy McCarty, Anne Boone and Lara Beth Livingstone (Betty Long); Jeff Shannon, Davalyn Billings (Lucretia 
Thompson); Barbara Carr (Rogers); Kyleigh Jones, Jerry Calcote, Bill McGruder, Robbie McGruder, Amber Campbell, Michael 
Stevens (Warrick); Jon Lewin (Lewin).  
 

December and January Birthdays 
Dec 1 June Kinzy Jan 1 Joyce Drew Jan 11 Edy Felton 
Dec 1 Bruce Smallwood Jan 2 Steven Dryer Jan 15 Jennifer Silver 
Dec 7 Steve Felton Jan 4 Daniel Willsey Jan 17 Louise Linholm 
Dec 8 Jeremy Raney Jan 6 Wanda Fisher Jan 17 Nick Malget 
Dec 12 Martha Johnston Jan 7 Virginia Nolan Jan 18 Winona Higganbotham 
Dec 15 Carol Rogers Jan 9 John Hornbeck Jan 19 Jeff Hamilton 
Dec 25 Kristin Malget Jan 11 Beverly Fearnow Jan 21 Lin Mann 

The Welcoming Table! 
The Welcoming Table is a Wednesday evening fellowship 
which includes an amazing meal for a suggested 
donation of $5, but no one will go hungry if you cannot 
contribute. Following dinner, we have a 
chance to talk about how our faith impacts 
our lives in a time of informal discussion, 
but there is no pressure to stay and chat. 
Each and every person who walks through 
our doors is welcome 

We believe that ALL means ALL!  
And ALL includes YOU!  

We know you have heard it before, but we are 
endeavoring to make this a reality here in Oklahoma 
City. Whether or not you have been a believer your 
entire life, or you don’t know what you believe, or even 
if you believe, you are welcome here. Whether you are 
young, old, conservative, liberal, black, white, Asian, 
Hispanic, gay, straight, or questioning, it doesn’t matter 
because you are a beloved child of God!  

First Christian Church of Oklahoma City is a place of 
unconditional love, a place to come and ask the hard 
questions of faith in a judgment free zone. There is a 
seat at the Welcoming Table just for you. 

Wednesday, January 9, 2018 

December 2nd ~ Church Luncheon 

After Worship we will gather  

in the Dining Room for a Sandwich Lunch 

birthday party for 
 

 

Cricket Thompson!  
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Important Dates @ FCC 

Weekly Activities 

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:30 am 
Fellowship Coffee 11:45 am 

Monday 
Staff Meeting 10:30 am 

Tuesday 
Mobile Meals 10:00 am 

Wednesday 
The Welcoming Table  
     Dinner 5:30 pm 
     Discussion 6:30 pm 

For a complete calendar visit our website: 

www.fccokc.org 

Cricket Thompson’s Birthday Dec. 2—11:30 am 
     Party and Fellowship Lunch  

Pre-School Christmas Program Dec. 6—10 am 

Congregational Meeting Dec. 9—11:30 am 

Refuge Fellowship Church Dec. 10—5:30 pm 
 Jan. 28 —5:30 pm 

SKIL Christmas Party Dec. 13—10 am 

Edgemere Holiday Program Dec. 13—6 pm 

Christmas Eve Service Dec. 24—6 pm 

UN-Decorate Church  Jan. 9—5:30 pm 

Church Board Meeting Jan. 22—1 pm 

Jewel Box Performances  
     The Game’s Afoot Nov. 15-Dec. 9 
     Barefoot in the Park Jan. 24-Feb. 17 
          Thursday-Saturday —8:00 pm 
          Sunday Matinee —2:30 pm 

RSVP: 
Join us! 

December 10 
 

 and  
 

January 28 
 

5:30 pm 

Worship 

  

and Dinner 

Refuge Fellowship Church 

mailto:disciples@fccokc.org

