
 

  

 

First Christian Church 
Oklahoma City 

Love       LL the People 

Welcome to First Christian Church! 
Our Vision for Ministry is Love! Live! Give! 

LOVE God, love self, and love each other unconditionally.  
LIVE into our faith journey, shepherding one another.  
GIVE of ourselves to make a difference in our world. 

Sunday Mornings 
@ FCCOKC 
 

Bible Study 9:30  
 

Worship 10:30  
 

Fellowship 11:45 
 
Pastoral Staff 
 

John Malget 
Senior Minister 
RevJMalget@fccokc.org 
Cell 713-560-3632 

 

Tom Harrison 
Minister of Technology 
Harrison.T@fccokc.org 
Cell 405-919-5114 
 

Carol McDonald-Walley 
Chalice Kids Director 
Administrative Assistant 
McDonald.C@fccokc.org 
 

Larry Batten 

Chain Reaction Ministries 
Program Coordinator 
Cell 405-479-3809 

 
    www.fccokc.org 

 First Christian  
 Church of OKC 

 @1stChristianOKC 

 
First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
3700 N. Walker Ave. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73118 
405-525-6551 

 Summer Edition 
 

              2019 

Summer Fun 2019 
It is going to be another busy summer here at First Christian Church!  

Come join us on June 16th for Father’s Day. Wear your favorite Hawaiian shirt 
to worship and stay for a cookout of hamburgers and hot dogs afterward. You 
are invited to bring chips, side dishes, and desserts to share.  

Each Wednesday this summer, we will continue The Welcoming Table with 
dinner at 5:30 pm. On Wednesday June 19th we will eat together before 
carpooling over to Mayflower Congregational Church for a Community Pride 
Worship Service to celebrate God’s love for all people. 

Join us on June 22nd as we walk (or ride) together as a congregation in the OKC 
Pride Parade. Some of us will be operating a table giving away free bottles of 
water. Come join us as we express what we believe, that we are called to 
#LoveALLthePeople. Later that same day, come experience the excitement 
of the Paseo Arts District’s Fairy Ball at 7 pm in our amphitheater.  

June 30th worship will be a Sermon in Song with all kinds of music! 

Jewel Box Theatre Auditions will be held in the dining room on July 6th - 7th. 

Join us July 14th for a Patriotic Lunch of fried chicken. The church will supply 
the chicken, biscuits, and drinks. You are invited to bring side dishes and 
desserts to share. 

July 20th - 24th, Rev. John Malget, along with Rev. Tom and Raylene Harrison 
will be traveling to Des Moines, IA to attend the General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. 

Paseo Fairy Ball  OKC Pride Parade 
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Malget’s Musings: The Beatitudes 
Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount by “flipping the script” on his followers. Imagine 
Jesus giving the Sermon on the Mount in today’s world. Might it sound something like 
this? “Blessed are you who have gone through a divorce. Blessed are you who cannot 
pay your bills and may be facing bankruptcy. Blessed are you who have just heard that 
you have a terminal illness. Blessed are you when you have been fired from your job. 
Blessed are you when your friends desert you and betray you. Blessed are you when a 
family member has died. Blessed are you when life has beaten you down. Rejoice and 
be glad, for great is your reward in heaven.”  

The kind of reaction you are having now is very close to what the people hearing Jesus  
originally speak the beatitudes had. “Are you nuts? I’m going through that right now 
and I can tell you that it is not a place of blessing.” Actually the things I just listed get 

very close to the real idea of the beatitudes. Jesus meant for them to be shocking – even confusing. Jesus meant 
for his words to be totally the opposite of how we usually think. He wanted to rattle their brains so they would 
begin to think. He wanted to empty their minds of how they were used to thinking and begin thinking in a new 
way – the Kingdom way. The beatitudes, the blessings run counter to culture and common sense. These blessing 
are like a splash of ice-cold water in the face of those who are self-satisfied and self-righteous. These blessings 
of Jesus are a cool drink of water for those who have a bad taste in their mouths from all the wicked, evil ways 
of the world, and are longing for something better, for something which brings hope. Jesus turns the world 
upside down in these blessings. He gives to those who the world sees as losers the hand of his grace and to 
those who are so called winners he gives the slap of his hand as a wake-up call to their false righteousness. 

Jesus is saying that these blessings are a blue print for us as we live our lives, telling us what we should be 
looking for, what we should be doing. Jesus is telling us to look at the ones who the world forgets about, 
through God’s eyes as God’s view is different. The poor in spirit, the meek, the peacemakers, are blessed, not 
because they are virtuous, but because they have something to look forward to in the great upheaval, the great 
world turned upside down. 

Philip Yancey points out in his book The Jesus I Never Knew, “Any Greek scholar will tell you the word ‘blessed’  
is far too sedate and serene to carry the percussive force Jesus intended. The Greek word conveys something 
like a short cry of joy, ‘Oh, you lucky person!’…’How lucky are the unlucky!’ Jesus said in effect.” Indeed, how 
lucky are the unlucky, is what these blessings are saying. In God’s kingdom, it is not those who have made it on 
top in this world, but those who have been forgotten along the way who are blessed. Jesus is not saying that if 
you are healthy, wealthy and wise you will not be able to enter the kingdom of God, but he is saying you have to 
be able to see past your own blessings, and see the needs of others. For example: 

One autumn, well past bulb-planting time, a greenhouse operator gathered all the leftover, inferior tulip bulbs 
and bagged them for the trash bin. A customer saw the bags of rejects and persuaded him to let him have them. 
Not really knowing what he would do with them, he offered them to a friend who had an empty corner in his 
garden, and forgot all about them. The following spring the friend called him and suggested he come over. He 
took his friend down to the bottom of the yard, and there, row upon row, were those discards, all in beautiful 
bloom. He said, “Get me any more of them you can.” He made no boast of how he got those worthless bulbs to 
bloom so gloriously. People say he had a green thumb all the way up to his elbow, but what it took was gentle 
care and tireless attention to make the miracle happen. He made winners out of rejects. That is what Jesus is 
trying to say with these blessings. He is making winners out of what the world calls rejects.  

When I read this story about the flower bulbs, all I can think about is Chain Reaction Ministries. We are taking 
rejected bicycles and making winners out of them. Over 3,100 rejected bicycles that have been recycled for 
someone to be able to use. And those receiving these bikes are the ones Jesus calls blessed. God’s foolishness is 
to bless those who are unlucky, and startle those who have become self-complacent in their own righteousness.  

So these blessings are a reminder to us to look at things through God’s eyes, which are a whole lot different 
than what our eyes see. In God’s kingdom, it is indeed those who struggle in the everyday events of life, those 
who mourn, those who are handicapped, those who are hungry, those who face war, it is these people who God 
calls blessed. And then Jesus calls us to reach out a hand, to reach out to risk to bring God’s grace into the lives 
of people around us. Let us creatively and imaginatively share those passions in service to the world. 

Yes God is calling us all…to live as a people called! And Yes it is risky, but God is with us on the journey. The 
prophet Micah puts it this way: “What does the LORD require of you? To Do Justice, To Love with Kindness, To 
Walk Humbly with Your God!” Or as we say here at FCC OKC: #LoveALLthePeople!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. John Malget 
Senior Minister 
RevJMalget@fccokc.org 
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Givelify is an online giving platform that allows First Christian 
Church to receive offerings electronically. It is so easy to use. 
You can download the “app” on an iPhone or Android device, 
and give from your phone. You may also go to www.fccokc.org 
and tap the GIVE button at the top of the website, or simply tap 
DONATE on our church’s Facebook page. This will allow those 
who do not carry check or cash, or those who have to miss 
worship on a Sunday to continue to give to the ministries of 
First Christian Church of Oklahoma City!  

The Chalice kids had a great time celebrating the Mystery of Easter! We learned so 
much about the life of Jesus Christ. As we look ahead to the summer we will be doing 
a four week study of the Beatitudes. We want our attitudes to be Christ-like so we are 
going to dive into what that really means. Please join us as we learn more about it on 
Sunday Mornings at 10:30 am and we discuss what Jesus said about our attitudes. 
Then plan on coming to church on Sunday, July 14, 2019 as we share the Beatitudes 
with our congregation. It's sure to be a special time and we hope you will join us!  
 

The Beatitudes 
Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn,  

for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek,  

for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst  

for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful,  

for they will receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart,  

for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted  

for righteousness’ sake,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you  
and persecute you and utter all kinds  
of evil against you falsely on my account.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward  
is great in heaven, for in the same way  
they persecuted the prophets  
who were before you.   

                                                  —Matthew 5:3-12 

Carol McDonald 
Children’s Ministry 
Administrative Assistant  
McDonald.C@fccokc.org 

Bee- 

Attitudes 
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Humility 

Jewel Box Theatre  
Jewel Box Theatre is a proud to ministry of First Christian Church of Oklahoma City.  
As Oklahoma’s oldest continuously running community theater, with over 2,200 season 
ticket subscribers, a variety of plays are offered in an unique “in-the-round” venue. 

Our sensational 61th season has come to a close, and what an amazing season it was. 
On May 18th we saluted the season at the GEM Awards Banquet. The winners were: 

 BEST PLAY: The Foreigner ~ Chuck Tweed, Director 
 BEST ACTRESS: Christine Lanning ~ Wait Until Dark 
 BEST ACTOR: Doug Monson ~ My Three Angels 
 BEST ACTOR: Barrett Davidson ~ The Foreigner 
 BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS: Chris Harris ~ Wedding Belles 
 BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR: Matthew Percival ~ The Foreigner 
 BEST FEATURED ACTRESS: Karen Garlitz ~ The Foreigner 
 BEST FEATURED ACTOR: Doug Monson ~ The Foreigner 

Jewel Box Theatre at First Christian Church of OKC is excited to announce our 62nd Season. You will notice 
some changes from previous years. We will be offering a 3 show mini-season through December of 2019 for 
only $30. A decision will be made about a 3 show mini-season for the spring of 2020 sometime during the fall. 
If you purchase the season ticket for the fall mini-season you will be offered the spring mini-season at a 
discounted rate. For more information about how to purchase a season ticket, call our box office at  
405-521-1786, or go online to JewelBoxTheatre.org. As an added bonus, we can now accept credit cards at 
the box office. To keep up with all the latest news, follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/JBTheatre.  

Come enjoy the thrill of live theatre-in-the-round!  

James Gordon 
Jewel Box Theatre  
Box Office Manager 
info@jewelboxtheatre.org 

        Arsenic and Old Lace 
by JosephKesselring 

 

Directed by Denise Hughes 
cast: 11 men ~ 3 women  

This farcical black comedy revolves around the Brewster 
family, descended from the Mayflower settlers, but now 
composed of insane homicidal maniacs. The hero, Mortimer 
Brewster, is a drama critic who must deal with his crazy, family 
and local police, as he debates whether to go through with his 
recent promise to marry the woman he loves, Elaine Harper, 
who lives next door and is the daughter of the local minister. 

His family includes two spinster aunts who have taken to 
murdering lonely old men by poisoning them with a glass of 
home-made elderberry wine laced with arsenic, strychnine, 
and “just a pinch” of cyanide; a brother who believes he is 
Theodore Roosevelt and digs locks for the Panama Canal in the 
cellar of the Brewster home; and a murderous brother who 
has received plastic surgery performed by an alcoholic 
accomplice, Dr. Einstein to conceal his identity, and now looks 
like horror-film actor Boris Karloff. 

A Raisin in the Sun 
by Lorraine Hansberry 

 

Directed by Al Bostick 
cast: 3 women ~ 7 men ~ 1 boy  

Set on Chicago’s South Side, the plot revolves around the 
divergent dreams and conflicts within three generations of 
the Younger family: son Walter Lee, his wife Ruth, his sister 
Beneatha, his son Travis, and matriarch Lena. When her 
deceased husband’s insurance money comes through, 
Mama Lena dreams of moving to a new home and a better 
neighborhood in Chicago. Walter has other plans: buying a 
liquor store and being his own man. Beneatha dreams of 
medical school. The tensions and prejudice they face form 
this seminal American drama. The Younger family’s heroic 
struggle to retain dignity in a harsh and changing world is a 
searing and timeless document of hope and inspiration.  
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The Joy of a Bicycle 
One of the joys of giving bicycles away is seeing the faces of the people as they pick 
out their very own bike. They express their feelings in a variety of ways. With some, 
it's tears. For some, it's disbelief that we would just give them a bicycle with no 
strings attached. With others, it's the joy of a new start in life. Your donation of a 
bicycle can truly change someone's life. Check out the thank you notes on the 
bulletin board outside the library. They will inspire you! 

Lonnie Reid (pictured right) is one of our bike mechanics who has 
worked at CRM for almost a year. Lonnie currently lives in  
a sober living environment and is doing very well with his 
sobriety. He has become an excellent mechanic and we 
appreciate all his hard work. Stop by during the week and meet 
him when you get the chance. 

We continue to have an ever increasing demand for adult 
bicycles as this ministry continues to grow. If you, your neighbors, 
your friends, or your family members have any adult bikes that 
can be donated, please call the church at 405-525-6551 or my cell 
phone at 405-479-3809. May God continue to bless all those that 
have given and continue to donate bicycles to Chain Reaction.  

Still Changing Lives One Bike at a Time! 

Chain Reaction Ministries 
Chain Reaction Ministries serves God by serving the least and the last among God’s 
children. We repair and give away donated bicycles to those in need so they can  
have life-changing transportation. To that end, we have given away over 3,100 bikes.  

 

Larry Batten 
Chain Reaction Coordinator 
(405) 479-3809 

 

Virginia Nolen 
Preschool Director 
nolen.v@fccokc.org 

Hello everyone! Summer is in full 
swing and our classes are totally 
full! The children can’t wait to play 
outside in the water. We have 
sprinklers, a slip-n-slide and these 
wonderfully amazing water tables. 
Our “Fun in the Sun” program goes 
through June and July. Our last day 
for the summer program is 
Wednesday. July 31st. As always, 
thanks for your ongoing support for 
our Preschool and Children’s Day 
Out.  
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My name is Daniel Willsey. I sing and play the piano in worship here at FCC each week. I also 
act and sing and direct musical theater. And I am happily married to the amazing Jeremy 
Raney. When John asked me to reflect on Pride month, I thought “I don’t have time for that,” 
then I realized I must have time for this because it is too important to ignore.  

So for those of you who haven’t heard, June 28th this year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots. The 
Stonewall riots launched the Gay Pride movement, which ultimately forged the way for many of us to live 
openly and authentically our true lives in our honest skin.  

Unfortunately, I don’t know a lot of the history or many names of the people who 
participated and began a movement that I directly benefit from. I’m a little 
embarrassed by that because I actually take inclusivity and the rights of ALL the 
people very seriously. Yet I don’t know who to thank. You would think with the 
movies and documentaries that information would be pretty available, but most 
mainstream media on the topic is white-washed and trans-phobic. The characters 
have often been rewritten and combined into those “more palatable to the 
mainstream.” 

I knew I was different from most people when I was very young. I also got the 
sense that there was something very wrong with being “homosexual,” “queer,” 
“gay.” I figured out what those things are and that I fit in that category. I didn’t 
know what to do with that. I was ashamed of who I am. I felt that it made me 
unlovable. When I was growing up no one talked about it except in hushed 

whispers or with frowns and looks of disgust. I had an uncle who was single that I believed was gay. No one 
demonstrated much respect for him, and any time I would resemble a trait similar to one he had, everyone 
would become extremely worked up about it. Not a very helpful catch-22.  

I think a lot of the trouble came from people being too afraid to talk about it, which 
stemmed from not understanding anything about gay people because no one would talk 
about it. Or if they did it was extreme and mostly mis-information designed to make us 
look like disgusting deviants. Not helpful for open communication. 

I am so thankful that because of some really angry, tired, mourning mostly non-white 
trans people, we’re talking openly about our full lives and LGBTQ+ people today. We’re 
learning how to walk side by side and share our stories with each other and our allies. 
Open conversations are becoming commonplace and much less awkward. 

Secrecy and living exclusively in the shadows kills, sometimes slowly, sometimes 
quickly…always needlessly. So let’s all do some research. Discover what we can about 
the people who started this movement and be thankful for them. Be thankful that we 
can all say without qualification, “I am a beloved child of God.” 

We have it better today, but there is still so much more to do. I want to quote part of a song from the movie 
version of Hairspray because it covers this so well: 

 

Let’s move past the bad times 
     But before those memories fade 
     Let’s forgive but not forget 
     And learn from the mistakes we made 
‘Cause it’s so clear every year we get stronger 
     So don’t give up and don’t say when 
     And just get back on the road again, ‘cause 
I know we’ve come so far 
     But we’ve got so far to go 
     I know the road seems long 
     But it won’t be long ‘till it’s time to go 
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Sermon in Song 

On the last Sunday of June (the 
30th), we will offer a special 
experience in our Worship 
Service, our (perhaps) Annual 
Sermon in Song! The entire 
service will be music-filled, and 
with our excellent musicians, 
it’s bound to be enjoyable, as 
our past experiences have 
shown. We hope to have all of 
the following people present: our Chalice Kids, 
Julianne Annesley (flute, vocals), Jon Annesley 
(trombone), Steve Dryer (piano), Allen Johnson 
(keyboard), Ezra Mann (vocals), Rev. John Malget 
(vocals), Stephanie Russell (vocals), Dwayne 
Vallandingham (vocals), and myself (guitar, bass, 
vocals). And maybe we’ll have some surprise 
artists as well. I’m certainly looking forward to it, 
and I hope to see you there! 

Rev. Tom Harrison 
Minister of Technology 
iTomHarrison@gmail.com 

Hello, Disciples! 

I am so pleased to invite you to attend the General 
Assembly in Des Moines this summer! We will have a 
rich opportunity to dig into our theme scripture (John 
15:1-5) through powerful preaching and Bible studies. 
To “abide” means to remain, to stay, even to persist. I 
pray that you will find meaningful ways to abide in 
Christ before, during and after our time together at 
General Assembly.  

We will hear about exciting mission from MissionFest 
stories and general ministries working on our behalf. 
We will be gifted with the opportunity to learn with 
workshops ranging from elder training to 
administrative ministry and training for both lay and 
clergy leaders. We will come together at tables – the 
Lord’s Table in worship, luncheons with friends and 
dinners to learn about ministries of the Church. Most 
of all, we will be in the presence of other Disciples, 
sharing life, love and passion for mission together.  

I pray each of you will join us together as we praise 
our Holy God for all the wonderful abundance that 
flows over and around us. As we seek to abide in 
Christ, may we find that the fruit we bear is a blessing 
to all around us.  

See you in Des Moines!  

With God’s love –  
Terri Hord Owens  
General Minister and President  

We believe that ALL means ALL! ~ And ALL includes YOU!  

The Welcoming Table is a Wednesday evening 
fellowship which includes an amazing meal for a 
suggested donation of $5, but no one will go hungry 
if you cannot contribute.  

Following dinner, we have  
a chance to talk about how 
our faith impacts our lives 
in a time of informal 
discussion, but there is no 
pressure to stay and chat. 
Each and every person who 
walks through our doors is 
welcome 

We know you have heard it before, but we are 
endeavoring to make this a reality here in Oklahoma 
City. Whether or not you have been a believer your 
entire life, or you don’t know what you believe, or 
even if you believe, you are welcome here. Whether 
you are young, old, conservative, liberal, black, 
white, Asian, Hispanic, gay, straight, or questioning, 
it doesn’t matter because you are a beloved child of 
God!  

First Christian Church of Oklahoma City is a place of 
unconditional love, a place to come and ask the hard 
questions of faith in a judgment free zone. There is a 
seat at the Welcoming Table just for you. 

The Welcoming Table! 

 

 
 

The following is a list of needed items.  
Financial contributions also appreciated. 

Diapers (all sizes); Diaper bags; Baby wipes  
Baby wash; Baby lotion; Baby bottles  
Sippy cups; Pacifiers; Good Start Soy formula  
Good Start Gentle formula; blankets and quilts 
Mittens; Gloves; New or gently used toys 
Coats (up to 5T); Socks; Knit hats  
Children’s books: Spanish and English 
New or gently used clothing (up to 5T) 
Youth toothbrushes and toothpaste 
Toilet paper; Paper Towels 
Gas cards; Gift cards 
Bus passes; Printer paper 
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Important Dates @ FCC 

Weekly Activities 

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:30 am 
Fellowship Coffee 11:45 am 

Monday 
Staff Meeting 10:30 am 

Tuesday 
Mobile Meals 10:00 am 

Wednesday 
The Welcoming Table  
     Dinner 5:30 pm 
     Discussion 6:30 pm 

For a complete calendar visit our website: 

www.fccokc.org 

Father’s Day Cookout June 16—Noon  
     Dining Room 

Pride Worship Service June 19—7 pm 
     Mayflower Congregational  
         Church 

OKC Pride Parade 
     NW 39th and Classen June 22—Noon 

Paseo Fairy Ball June 22—7 pm 
     FCC Amphetheatre 

Church Board Meetings June 26—6:30 pm 
     Room 104 July 31—6:30 pm 

All Music Sunday June 30—worship 
     Chapel 

Jewel Box Auditions July 6-7—2 pm 
     Dining Room 

Patriotic Lunch –Fried Chicken July 14—Noon 
     Dining Room 

DOC General Assembly July 20-24 
     Des Moines, IA 

RSVP: 

mailto:disciples@fccokc.org

