First Christian Church
Oklahoma City

Love

LL the People

Welcome to First Christian Church!
Our Vision for Ministry is Love! Live! Give!

LOVE God, love self, and love each other unconditionally.
LIVE into our faith journey, shepherding one another.
GIVE of ourselves to make a difference in our world.

God’s Crazy Kind of Love!
God has a CRAZY LOVE for us. Even when we go through times of trouble,
God’s love is ever present. Several Years ago, there was a terrible shooting at
Emanuel AME (African Methodist Episcopal) Church in Charleston, South
Carolina. Nine people were gunned down during a Wednesday evening
prayer meeting. The lone gunman, Dylann Roof, was arrested, and several
victims and victim’s family members were able to speak to him at his
arraignment. I would have expected their response to be one of revenge or
utter anger, but, instead, it was one of forgiveness. That is the kind of love
God has for each of us, and calls us to share: a “Crazy Love!”
Our sermon series for August is based on Francis
Chan’s book, Crazy Love. There are several copies in
the church library if you would like to read it.

Crazy Love ~ Sermons
August 4th
A Relentless God ........................... Rev. John Malget
August 11th
Compassion on a Bad Hair Day ... Rev. Jeff Hamilton
August 18th
Stop Praying .................................. Rev. John Malget
August 25th
A Running God .............................. Rev. John Malget
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Author Francis Chan has this to say about the concept of “Crazy Love!”
“It’s crazy, if you think about it. The God of the universe — the Creator of
“nitrogen and pine needles, galaxies and E-minor — loves us with a radical,
“unconditional, self-sacrificing love. And what is our typical response?
“We go to church, sing songs, and try not to cuss. Whether you’ve
“verbalized it yet or not, we all know something’s wrong. God is calling
“each of us to a passionate love relationship with Himself. Because the
“answer to religious complacency isn’t working harder at a list of dos and
“don’ts — it’s falling in love with God. And once you encounter God’s love,
“you will never ever be the same.” —Francis Chan
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Malget’s Musings: Make Me a Servant
There is something about human nature that simply resists the call to be a servant. For
the most part, we don’t like to wait on anyone hand and foot, or even for a few
moments. Being a servant is not what anyone wants to be. Ask any child, “What do you
want to be when you grow up?” You will get all sorts of answers – firefighter, soldier,
police officer, teacher, astronaut – but not often will a child say, “When I grow up
I want to be a servant.” It is against our nature in our world’s culture.
But it is not against the culture God calls us to. The Apostle Paul writes, “I appeal to you
therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
Rev. John Malget
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
Senior Minister
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. …
RevJMalget@fccokc.org
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.”
—Romans 12:1-2, 4-5
In other words, it doesn’t matter that society tells us one thing, we don’t have to conform to that pattern. We
can be transformed in such a way that we can see the great value in what the world thinks of as being without
value. The rest of culture may look down upon being a servant, but to be a follower of Jesus Christ is to be
willing to live a life of a servant. We have to remember WHO it is we work for.
There is a wonderful story in John Kenneth Galbraith’s autobiography. Emily Gloria Wilson was his family’s
housekeeper. On one particularly difficult day, Galbraith asked Emily to hold all telephone calls while he took a
nap. Shortly thereafter the phone rang. President Lyndon Johnson was calling from the White House. “Get me
Ken Galbraith. This is Lyndon Johnson.” “I’m Sorry Mr. President,” she said, “He’s sleeping.” “Now look here, I’m
the President of the United States.” “Sorry Mr. President, but he said not to disturb him.” “Well, wake him up.
I want to talk to him.” “No, Mr. President. I work for him, not you.” When Galbraith called the President back,
Johnson could scarcely control his pleasure. “Tell that woman I want her to work here in the White House. It’s
great to meet somebody who knows who she works for.” (Houghton Mifflin in Reader’s Digest, December, 1981)
If we are going to be successful as servants, if we are truly going to be “One Body in Christ,” then we need to
remember who we work for. We are like Emily in this story – as Christian servants, we work for God.
So how do we become “One Body in Christ?” Our Oneness is achieved, not by conforming everyone to the
lowest common denominator in Christ, but by recognizing that each person receives an ability to supply what is
needed for the common good of the whole body of Christ. Jesus is the perfect
model for living in Christian community. While he does not abdicate his role as
leader of the Disciples, he remains ever a servant-leader. Jesus said, “You call me
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly,
truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor a messenger
greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if
you do them.” —John 13:13-17
We need to keep reminding ourselves that we are Christ’s hands and feet on this earth. “Christ has no body but
yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. You
are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” —St. Teresa of Avila
After World War II, a group of German students volunteered to help rebuild an English cathedral that had been
severely damaged by German bombs. As work progressed, they became concerned about a large statue of
Jesus, whose arms were outstretched and beneath which was the inscription: “Come unto Me.” They had
particular difficulty trying to restore the hands, which had been completely destroyed. After much discussion,
they decided to let the hands remain missing and changed the inscription to: “Christ has no hands but ours.”
—John MacArthur, Jr.
As our congregation strives to serve beyond our walls out into the community, we are reminded that we are the
hands and feet of God. The purpose of offering ourselves to God as living sacrifices is not mystical and it is not
complex. It is extremely practical. We are to work together to carry out the work of the God’s kingdom now.
Yes, God is inviting us to live as a people called to serve one another! Called to LOVE God and neighbor. Called
to LIVE into our faith journey together. Called to GIVE of ourselves as servants in the “One Body of Christ!”
To put it simply, servanthood means we should: #LoveALLthePeople!
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A Fantastic General Assembly
Rev. John Malget, Raylene and I had the wonderful opportunity of attending the latest
General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) this month. We drove up
there to Des Moines, Iowa, rather than flying. It took 8 or 9 hours to make the trip. I had
been to a General Assembly there back in the 1980s, when I perceived the place as a onehorse town, or close to it. How wrong I was! It’s more like OKC than Grimy Gulch.
This was an important General Assembly, because it marked the 50th anniversary of the
approval of the Design of the Christian Church, which formalized our organization, and
organized our ministries into three levels: the congregational, regional and general. All of Rev. Tom Harrison
that happened in 1969 without my noticing, since I was just enjoying my first summer Minister of Technology
iTomHarrison@gmail.com
with a driver’s license!
I missed an extremely important fact of the event: a group of African-American Christians merged with
Disciples in the racially-charged days of the 1960s. There’s a great video about it on the FaceBook page of
National Convocation—Disciples. We attended the National Convocation Dinner, which included a live drama
of their historic struggles, brilliantly performed.
As the Assembly progressed, I perceived that the spirit was very much in harmony with our mission
imperative to “Love ALL the People!” There was a fantastic diversity with Disciples from all over the world in
leadership positions, presenting marvelous music, biblical scholarship, prophetic preaching and challenging
worship.
In the Business Sessions we received reports from various ministries of the Christian Church, which I found
very positive and hopeful. We are doing a lot of things right among the Disciples! We passed several
important, cutting-edge Sense-of-the-Assembly Resolutions, including “Creation of a New Region in Montana
and the Northwest”, “Resolution of Full Communion Between the United Church of Canada and the CC(DOC)
in the US and Canada”, “Recommended Language for Prevention of Harassment for General Ministries of the
CC(DOC)”, “Resolution to Celebrate the Formation of New Congregations and Continue the Collective
Commitment to Make Disciples”, “Addressing the State of Global Forced Migration”, “Spirit of Active
Listening”, “A Call to See and Respond to the Crisis of Domestic and Intimate Partner Violence”, “An Invitation
to Education for Welcoming and Receiving the Gifts of Transgender and Gender-Diverse People”, and
“Women and Just Peacemaking”. There was very little dissention as these were presented, discussed and
approved.
Many classes were offered, and we attended as many as were
of interest to us, most notably an all-day class on Transgender
People. Several of those people shared their lives in the class,
and then they rose to share before the entire assembly. They
were wonderful people, who did a marvelous job presenting,
and we were glad to see their resolution adopted.
Raylene enjoyed a visit to the local Botanical Garden, and we
all gathered with Oklahoma Disciples for a time of fellowship
in which we all enthusiastically sang “Oklahoma” for posting at
https://www.facebook.com/ccokdoc/videos/474580533382204/
It was great to get back to our home church, which we’d
rather not leave if not for a very important occasion like the
General Assembly of the Christian Church! Thanks for enabling
our participation and representation!
A Note from Raylene: “I was happy to report back to Sunday Morning Bible Study about our trip to Assembly.
I was not expecting the “revival of spirit” that I received! In particular, the opening ceremony included people
from all around the world, displaying their culture of music and languages. This theme continued at each
day’s worship. The praise and worship was also very inspiring as well as ecumenical in variety of
instrumentation of words and songs. Each sermon covered the same scripture, John 15:1-5, “Abide in me.”
Each day it was read in a different language, followed by a unique and inspiring sermon by a different
preacher. It was easy to feel the Spirit move throughout the arena. I’m so grateful to have this opportunity to
attend this historic conference. It’s great to know FCC-OKC is part of a much greater organization that we
should be proud of.”
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Jewel Box Theatre
Jewel Box Theatre is a proud to ministry of First Christian Church of Oklahoma City.
As Oklahoma’s oldest continuously running community theater, with over 2,200 season
ticket subscribers, a variety of plays are offered in an unique “in-the-round” venue.

Our 62nd season is about to begin with the classic farcical black comedy Arsenic and
Old Lace directed by Denise Hughes. It is not too late to purchase a 3 show miniseason ticket for just $30. A decision will be made about a 3 show mini-season for
the spring of 2020 sometime during the fall. If you purchase the season ticket for the
fall mini-season you will be offered the spring mini-season at a discounted rate. For
more information how to purchase a season ticket, go online to JewelBoxTheatre.org James Gordon
or call our box office at 405-521-1786. As an added bonus we can now accept credit Jewel Box Theatre
cards at the box office. To keep up with the latest news, follow us on Facebook at Production Manager
info@jewelboxtheatre.org
Facebook.com/JBTheatre.

Come enjoy the thrill of live theatre-in-the-round!

Little Old Ladies in Tennis Shoes
by Sandra Fenichel Asher

Directed by Deborah Franklin
cast: 6 women ~ 1 man ~ 1 boy
Kate Corrigan has her life in order, or so she likes to think. She has a lucrative job, a no strings-attached man, and a
new house in the suburbs. Kate's tiny existence with a roller-coaster friendship, pot-roast, and the problems of all the
elderly women on the block. As she meets these women, living in quirky isolation after outliving their husbands’ and
their families’ need for them, Kate realizes the life she’s found looks a lot like the one she’d been running from. “Am I
a little old lady in training?” Kate asks herself. Confronted with old fears and new choices, Kate finds her life opening
up—wide enough, for the first time, to admit love. This spunky, amusing, poignant tale of friendship that surpasses
generations will tickle your funny bone and warm your heart as it shows you it is never too late to enjoy what life has

Fellowship Dinners
August 11th

September 8th

Join us as we spend time in
fellowship after listening to Jeff
preach about God’s Crazy Love!
Please bring your favorite side dish
or dessert! The churchHumility
will provide
homemade meatloaf, rolls, and
drinks.

Join us after worship as we
celebrate GRANDPARENTS DAY!
Please bring your favorite side dish
or dessert to go with barbecue
beef. The church will also provide
cheesy potatoes, bread, and
drinks.
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Chain Reaction Ministries
Chain Reaction Ministries serves God by serving the least and the last among God’s
children. We repair and give away donated bicycles to those in need so they can
have life-changing transportation. To that end, we have given away over 3,100 bikes.

The Difference a Bicycle Can Make
If we are followers of Jesus, if we call ourselves Christians, then we are truly called to
serve our God and our fellow women and men in our Oklahoma City community.
James 2:18 reminds us that “...by my works I will show you my faith.” One way we do Larry Batten
Reaction Coordinator
that here at First Christian Church is through our bicycle ministry. We take donated Chain
(405) 479-3809
bikes (and pieces of bikes) and put them back together in working order so that
those who desperately need transportation for employment can get to a job. Bicycles also go to individuals
with special needs through our many partner agencies. One of those individuals is River. We received a letter
from Red Rock Behavioral Health Services that really touched our hearts. We know it will touch yours.
Mr. Larry Batten and Chain Reaction Ministries,
My name is Kayla Ross-Carr, and I am a case manager at Red Rock Behavioral Health Services. You recently provided
a bike to one of my clients, River Current. I wanted to extend my thank-you to you, and to the work that you do, and
the service that you provide to your community. After receiving a bike, River took the initiative to hand write a
thank-you note on his own. He then asked me to look it over to make sure that it would be acceptable to give to you.
I helped him with typing his note, but I felt that it was important for you to have his original note, because I thought
that it might give you a bit of insight into River. I was extremely proud to see that he had written the note on his
own, which tells me that this bike is very meaningful to him. I know he has been out riding his bike several times
already, and it seems to make him very happy. Being outside and having some type of physical activity to do is also a
great coping skill for River as it helps him to calm down and relax.
I am very grateful to you, and the team at Chain Reaction
Ministries, for providing this incredibly powerful bit of hope and
motivation into the lives that need it most. If it is all right with you,
I would like to share your business card and your request for
bicycles to be donated in the hopes that you and your team are
able to continue to provide this service to your community for
some time to come.
Thank you for all that you do,
Kayla Ross-Carr

There is nothing more rewarding than to know that you have
made a difference in someone else’s life, to see the look on their
face when you tell them to pick their very own bike, with no
strings attached. Chain Reaction Ministries is living out our Faith
by showing our works. As we say here at First Christian Church of
Oklahoma City—Love ALL the People!
We continue to have an ever increasing demand for adult bicycles
as this ministry continues to grow. If you, your neighbors, your
friends, or your family members have any adult bikes that can be
donated, please call the church at 405-525-6551 or my cell phone
at 405-479-3809. If you don’t have a bike, but wish to make a
financial contribution, please make checks out to First Christian
Church and send it to the PO Box on the back of this newsletter. If
you prefer to use a credit/debit card, you may go online to
www.fccokc.org and click the GIVE button at the top of the page.
May God continue to bless all those that have given and continue
to donate bicycles to Chain Reaction.

Still Changing Lives One Bike at a Time!
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—James 2:18

The Welcoming Table!
The Welcoming Table is a Wednesday evening
fellowship which includes an amazing meal for a
suggested donation of $5, but no one will go hungry
if you cannot contribute.
Following dinner, we have
a chance to talk about how
our faith impacts our lives
in a time of informal
discussion, but there is no
pressure to stay and chat.
Each and every person who
walks through our doors is
welcome

We know you have heard it before, but we are
endeavoring to make this a reality here in Oklahoma
City. Whether or not you have been a believer your
entire life, or you don’t know what you believe, or
even if you believe, you are welcome here. Whether
you are young, old, conservative, liberal, black,
white, Asian, Hispanic, gay, straight, or questioning,
it doesn’t matter because you are a beloved child of
God!
First Christian Church of Oklahoma City is a place of
unconditional love, a place to come and ask the hard
questions of faith in a judgment free zone. There is a
seat at the Welcoming Table just for you.

We believe that ALL means ALL! ~ And ALL includes YOU!

Virginia Nolen

Hello everyone! Our summer
program is coming to an end, but
we always have fun! As you can see
the babies got to stay inside where it is nice and cool
while the big kids got to go outside to enjoy water play.
Now it’s back to school. Our fall program will begin
Monday August 12th. The teachers are gearing up and
decorating the classrooms so that we are ready for our
preschool mornings that are jam packed with learning,
art, and lots of play. We still have a few spots available for
our four year old class. As always, thanks for your ongoing
support for our Preschool and Children’s Day Out.
Preschool Director
nolen.v@fccokc.org
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Our Chalice Kids did a “BEE-utiful” job learning the Beatitudes. The children enjoyed
getting dressed up in their bumble bee shirts and hats and the congregation really
enjoyed their presentation. Seeing their confidence grow as they learned and
practiced the material was incredible! A special thank you goes out to Theresa
Giddings, Nicole Gammon, and Kristin Malget for helping with the lessons and crafts
leading up to our big presentation. We will be learning a poem that goes along with
our Kindness Rocks Project to present to the congregation.
For the next few months the Chalice Kids will be learning all
about the Bible stories of the Old and New Testaments using
the Children’s Worship and Wonder curriculum beginning with Carol McDonald
the story of Creation. Children’s Worship and Wonder is a Children’s Ministry
faith formation centered approach with storytelling, ritual, Administrative Assistant
and fellowship that is used to help children in churches McDonald.C@fccokc.org
deepen their relationship with God.
Chalice Kids meets on the third floor at 9:30 am to
11:30 am every Sunday. Please come and join us!

Givelify is an online giving platform that allows First Christian
Church to receive offerings electronically. It is so easy to use.
You can download the “app” on an iPhone or Android device,
and give from your phone. You may also go to www.fccokc.org
and tap the GIVE button at the top of the website, or simply tap
DONATE on our church’s Facebook page. This will allow those
who do not carry check or cash, or those who have to miss
worship on a Sunday to continue to give to the ministries of
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TIME VALUE PUBLICATION
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Join us!

RSVP:

Monday,
August 19th
5:30 pm
Worship
and
Dinner
Refuge Fellowship Church

Important Dates @ FCC
Weekly Activities
Sunday
Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship Coffee

9:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am

Monday
Staff Meeting

10:30 am

Aug 7 —6:30 pm
Sept 4—6:30 pm

Refuge Fellowship Church

Aug 19—5:30 pm

Jewel Box Performances
Arsenic and Old Lace
Thursday-Saturday
Sunday Matinee

Aug 22 – Sept 15
—8:00 pm
—2:30 pm

Jewel Box Auditions
Dining Room

Wednesday
The Welcoming Table
Dinner
Discussion

Church Board Meetings
Room 104 (1st Wednesdays)

5:30 pm
6:30 pm

For a complete calendar visit our website:
www.fccokc.org

Fellowship Lunches
Dining Room
–Meat Loaf
–Barbecue
Stewardship Sundays
—What Can I Give?
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Sept 28-29—2 pm

—11:30 am
Aug 11
Sept 8
Sept 8 – Oct 6

