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LL the People

Welcome to First Christian Church!
Our Vision for Ministry is Love! Live! Give!

LOVE God, love self, and love each other unconditionally.
LIVE into our faith journey, shepherding one another.
GIVE of ourselves to make a difference in our world.
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Holiday Edition

Bah! Humbug!
Christmas Past
Christmas Present
Christmas Future
God Bless Us, Every One
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Bible Study 9:30
Worship 10:30
Fellowship 11:45
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Cell 713-560-3632

Tom Harrison
Minister of Technology
Harrison.T@fccokc.org
Cell 405-919-5114

Carol McDonald-Walley
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Administrative Assistant
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December 24th
6 pm
Advent Devotional Booklets
Available Now
Reflect on passages from A Christmas Carol by
Charles Dickens in a way that ties the redemption
and transformation of Ebenezer Scrooge to our
journey of faith. In the same way that Scrooge moves
from curmudgeon to kindhearted gentleman,
revealed most clearly in his change of heart toward
Tiny Tim, so we move from enemies of God to friends
through the birth of the Lord Jesus, who came to
save us from our past and present that we might be
blessed in all our future days.

Larry Batten
Chain Reaction Ministries
Program Coordinator
Cell 405-479-3809
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First Christian Church
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3700 N. Walker Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73118
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Malget’s Musings: Joy to the World
I really love Christmas! The music, the lights, all the goodies! IT IS AMAZING! But what
is even more amazing is how God is revealed to us. We share in HOPE as we wait
for the fulfillment of God’s promise. Christ’s Light is coming, always entering
a troubled world. We feel PEACE, knowing that God is never absent from us, always
preparing something new. Even where there is war and discord, whether between
countries, in our society, or within our own families, God is gently leading us to new
possibilities. The JOY we feel is like some kind of underground spring that wells up
within us. Finally, God’s LOVE is revealed in the Child born in Bethlehem. Love is the
Rev. John Malget
ultimate answer. It fills and surrounds us at all times! Let us not just seek God in a long
Senior Minister
RevJMalget@fccokc.org ago stable, but in the people we meet in the depths of our own hearts.
Even with all of the packing and anticipation of moving to a new location, we are
beginning an incredibly busy season here at First Christian Church. We are honored to
host the PIVOT - A Turning Point for Youth (formally SKIL) Christmas party on
Wednesday morning, December 11th. Our very own Rev. Jeff Hamilton helped start this
amazing program. Come by and meet these incredible young people.
We will then be providing the meal downtown at First Church for Refuge Fellowship Church on Monday
evening, December 16th and helping out with their Christmas Party at 11 am on Saturday, December 14th at
New Covenant Christian Church! We would love for you to come help with both! If you would like to send
some items down: white socks, stocking caps, gloves, and blankets are always welcome, as are $5 gift cards
to places like Sonic or McDonalds.
On Friday, December 13th, from 6-9 pm, we will meet in the FCC Dining Room for
a Christmas Movie Night Spectacular! Bring your favorite finger food or snack. Drinks will be
provided. On the following Sunday, December 15th, join us for a Christmas Luncheon
following worship. Spiral-cut ham, bread, and drinks will be provided by the church.
Everyone is encouraged to bring their favorite side dishes and/or desserts to share. And
please join us on December 24th for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6 pm as we
complete our Advent series on the Redemption of Scrooge.
As we move into the new year, there will be more weeding through things, more packing, and more
memories of this building we are leaving behind, but our future is together is bright! #LoveALLthePeople!

The Chalice Kids are really excited about the Christmas Season. Kids love Christmas.
It's a fact. Whether it's the lights or the presents or the excitement of Santa, kids love
Christmas. To me Christmas is a new beginning. It's a chance to start at the beginning
of Jesus' life and walk through his life with him. It is a chance for me to share the
immense love of God with others from the very beginning of the tale. Christmas is a
time of love, a time of hope, and a time of joy. Sharing these blessings with the Chalice
Kids is a true joy for me and each year it simply gets better. Watching the Christmas
story unfold in our Advent lessons and seeing the children understand the true
meaning of Christmas gives me a feeling of hope for the future.
We begin our Advent lessons on December 1, 2019 and they will culminate in a Carol McDonald
Christmas Party on December 22, 2019 during our regular class time. We hope you Children’s Ministry
Administrative Assistant
can join us for this magical time of year!
For the third year in a row we will be taking a field trip to North Pole Adventure. On
December 7, 2019 we will meet at the North Pole Adventure at 12:45 pm. It's a
wonderful interactive way to ring in the Christmas season and have some Christmas
fun! And the bonus is that we get to see Santa! For more information please call Carol
at the church at 405-525-6551.
May God Bless you and yours during this wonderful Christmas season! Chalice Kids
meets on the third floor in room 308 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am every Sunday. Please
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come and join us!

Chain Reaction Ministries
Chain Reaction Ministries serves God by serving the least and the last among God’s
children. We repair and give away donated bicycles to those in need so they can
have life-changing transportation. To that end, we have given away over 3,250 bikes.

God’s Blessings on Larry Batten
In mid October 2013, Chain Reaction Ministries became the first SPOKE of a ministry
that began at Memorial Drive Christian Church in Houston TX. When we had that
Larry Batten
initial workday, Larry Batten showed up to see what it was all about. He had
Chain Reaction Coordinator
recently begun helping Rev. Noel Gray with Refuge Fellowship Church, a church for
(405) 479-3809
the homeless, in downtown OKC. Larry immediately saw how the use of a bicycle
could change the life of the homeless and the working poor, and so began six years of ministry with bicycles.
As Larry tells it, he held up two fingers and said, “I can give you this many days a week. God told Larry: Look
at your other hand.” Larry is retiring at the end of the 2019. Since he became the Coordinator, CRM has given
away over 3,250 bicycles with over 1,100 of those bicycles given to veterans through the VA. Because of
Larry, Chain Reaction is known throughout the Oklahoma City area as a place that helps the homeless and the
working poor get transportation to get to work or to find jobs. We don’t know what the next six years will
look like, but thanks be to God for Larry Batten and his amazing leadership of this vital ministry.
We continue to have an ever increasing demand for adult bicycles as this ministry continues to grow. If you,
your neighbors, your friends, or your family members have any adult bikes that can be donated, please call
the church at 405-525-6551. If you don’t have a bike, but wish to make a financial contribution, please make
checks out to First Christian Church and send it to the PO Box on the back of this newsletter. If you prefer to
use a credit/debit card, you may go online to www.fccokc.org and click the GIVE button at the top of the
page. May God continue to bless all those that have given and continue to donate bicycles to Chain Reaction.

Still Changing Lives One Bike at a Time!

Jewel Box Theatre
Jewel Box Theatre is a proud ministry of First Christian Church of Oklahoma City.
As Oklahoma’s oldest continuously running community theater, with over 1,800 season
ticket subscribers, a variety of plays are offered in an unique “in-the-round” venue.

Our 62nd season is just wrapping up with Little Old Ladies in Tennis Shoes, the final
play to be performed in this building. We are excited to announce that plans are
underway to have a 63rd Season in a new, yet undetermined location. In the
meantime, be on the lookout for some amazing events this next spring. You can
always keep up to date with us on Facebook.com/JBTheatre. To receive current
updates from us on your phone, send the following text message to the number Darron Dunbar
40404: follow @OKCJewelBox. You do not have to have a twitter account to follow Jewel Box Theatre
us. Please join us in our excitement about the possibilities of a new and improved Production Manager
info@jewelboxtheatre.org
Jewel Box Theatre!

Alternative Christmas Cards!
What to get that person that really doesn’t need anything, but you would
feel just awful if you didn’t do something for them at Christmas? Give
those individuals a simple card letting them know that you donated to a
charity in their name. We have cards available for purchase (minimum
$5) for seven different amazing agencies. Each card contains a description
of the charity, and how the funds will be used. They are:
Humility

Chain Reaction Ministries
Infant Crisis Services
Jewel Box Theatre
Refuge Fellowship Church

Regional Ministry (Oklahoma Disciples)
PIVOT-A Turning Point for Youth
Week of Compassion
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
P. O. Box 18636
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73154
(405) 525-6551 — FAX (405) 525-6562
web: www.fccokc.org

Join us!
RSVP:

Monday,
December 16th
5:30 pm
Worship
and
Dinner

Refuge Fellowship Church
RFC Children’s Christmas Party
December 14 ~ 11 am
New Covenant Christian Church
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Givelify is an online giving platform that
allows First Christian Church to receive
offerings electronically. It is so easy to use.
You can download the “app” on an iPhone or
Android device, and give from your phone.
You may also go to www.fccokc.org and tap
the GIVE button at the top of the website,
or simply tap DONATE on our church’s
Facebook page. This will allow those who do
not carry check or cash, or those who have
to miss worship on a Sunday to continue to
give to the ministries of First Christian
Church of Oklahoma City!

